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“Camels  are  known  for  their  inner  strength 99 


TAIPEI,  Taiwan  (BP)  -  The 
mayor  of  Taipei  has  honored 
Southern  Baptist  missionary 
Angie  Golmon 
for  her  min¬ 
istry  to  teen- 
aged  prosti¬ 
tutes,  orphans 
and  the  elderly. 

Golmon,  a 
Jackson,  Tenn., 
native,  received 
the  Golden 
Golmon  Cam6l  Award 
from  Ihipei  Mayor  Hsu  Shwei-De 
in  recent  ceremonies  in  Ihipei,  the 
nation’s  capital.  Some  3,000  guests 
assembled  at  the  Sun  Yat-Sen 
Memorial  Hall  to  honor  her  and  19 
other  men  and  women  involved  in 
government  and  private  social  ser¬ 
vice.  Golmon  and  a  Spanish 
Catholic  nurse  were  the  only  non- 
Chinese  honorees  in  the  group. 

The  awards  were  presented  for 
only  the  second  time,  Hsu  said. 

“Camels  are  of  nondescript  out¬ 
ward  appearance  but  are  known 


foj  their  inner  strength,  persever¬ 
ance  and  ability  to  suffer  under  the 
burdens  of  others,”  the  mayor 
observed,  holding  up  one  of  the 
camel  trophies.  ‘They  seek  not 
praise  but  are  faithful  in  rendering 
service  to  others.  These  are  apt 
descriptions  of  the  actions  and 
motives  of  those  we  honor  with  the 
Golden  Camel  Awards  today.” 

The  honorees  included  workers 
with  the  mentally  ill,  the  elderly, 
orphans,  prisoners,  juvenile  delin¬ 
quents,  prostitutes,  and  the  poor. 

Golmon,  the  mother  of  three 
children,  has  worked  in  Taiwan 
with  her  husband,  music  mis¬ 
sionary  Bob  Golmon  of  Moss 
Point,  Miss.,  since  1981.  For  more 
than  three  years,  she  has  joined 
Chinese  Baptist  women  who  visit 
retirement  homes  and  orphanages. 

More  recently  she  began  work  at 
a  detention  home  for  young  girls 
arrested  for  prostitution.  Beginn¬ 
ing  with  English  conversation 
classes,  she  has  developed  rela¬ 
tionships  with  several  teenaged 


girls,  talking  and  listening.  She 
gives  additional  time  helping  those 
released  to  make  a  new  start  in 
life. 

The  director  and  other 
counselors  at  the  detention  center 
sometimes  ask  Golmen’s  help  in 
advising  girls  with  special  needs. 
The  missionary  also  has  enlisted 
the  aid  of  Mrs.  Wang,  a  Chinese 
Christian  psychologist.  Wang  has 
become  a  supporter  of  the  girls 
and  has  invited  some  to  live  tem¬ 
porarily  in  her  home. 

"'Tlblmon  told  the  story  of  two 
Chinese  prostitutes  named  Karen 
and  Cathy,  age  14  and  15,  whom  she 
befriended  in  the  detention  center. 
After  their  release,  the  girls  had  no 
place  to  go  but  back  to  the  hotel 
where  they  worked  before. 

One  Saturday  afternoon  the  girls 
called  Golmon  and  asked  her  to 
come  and  see  them.  Golmon  and 
missionary  Nannette  Lites  located 
the  girls  and  talked  with  them. 
Asked  if  they  would  turn  their  back 
on  prostitution  if  they  could,  both 


gfrls  replied,  "Yes,  but  we  have  no 
other  place  to  go.”  Early  Sunday 
morning  Karen  called  Golmon 
again,  this  time  in  tears. 

By  Wednesday,  Golmon  had 
helped  arrange  for  Karen  and 
Cathy  to  move  into  Wang’s  house 
But  after  three  days  the  girls  were 
gone  again.  They  left  most  of  their 
things  at  Wang’s,  however,  and  the 
Christian  women  hope  they  will 
come  back. 

'  Perhaps  Karen  and  Cathy  chose 
to  be  prostitutes,  but  Sandy  ’s  story 
is  different.  She  was  sold  by  her 
parents  into  prostitution.  Although 
she  said  she  wants  to  leave  the 
hotels,  she  has  to  stay.  Others  like 
her  are  there  because  of  family 
debts.  Some  girls  are  actually 
members  of  families  who  operate 
the  hotels.  For  them  it  is  a 
business,  the  only  life  they  have 
ever  known. 

In  consultation  with  the  Chinese 
Baptist  women  and  several  Baptist 
pastors,  Golmon  has  developed  the 
idea  of  a  halfway  house  to  help  the 


girls  make  a  transition  back  into 
society. 

Several  Baptist  groups  are  con¬ 
sidering  this  project.  So  ts  Thipei’s 
Social  Welfare  Department.  Plan¬ 
ners  hope  the  city  can  provide  a 
facility  while  Baptists  supply  the 
volunteer  staff  for  the  halfway 
house. 

The  Golmons  were  appointed  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  in  1971.  They  studied 
Mandarin  Chinese  in  Ihiwaiifrom 
1972  to  1974,  then  worke^  in 
Malaysia  and  the  Philippines 
before  returning  to  Thiwan  in  1981. 
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Directions  2000  Forum 
focuses  on  future  of  SBC 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  - 
Southern  Baptists  will  go  “back  to  the 
future”  —  maintaining  traditional 
values  while  adapting  to  a  changing 
environment  —  as  they  minister  in  the 
closing  years  of  the  20th  century,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  consensus  report 
developed  by  denominational 
planners. 

About  200  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  leaders  formulated  the  report 
during  Directions  2000  Forum,  a  long- 
range  strategy  session  designed  to 
help  formulate  denominational  plans 
for  the  final  decade  of  the  century. 

“Our  purpose  was  to  involve  church, 
association,  state  convention,  and 
SBC  agency  leaders  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  1990-2000  SBC  Bold  Mis¬ 
sion  Thrust  Emphasis  Plan,”  said 
Reginald  M.  McDonough,  executive 
vice  president  of  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee  and  chairperson  of  the 
workgroup  which  coordinated  the 
forum. 

Bold  Mission  Thrust  is  the  conven¬ 
tion’s  campaign  to  present  the  gospel 
of  Christ  to  every  person  by  the  year 
2000. 

Although  forum  participants  stress¬ 
ed  their  plans  were  preliminary  and 
their  wording  unpolished,  they 
developed  a  consensus  document 
which  should  give  direction  to  Bold 
Mission  Thrust  activities  during  the 
decade.  The  document  included  11 
principal  areas  of  concern : 


By  Marv  Knox 

—  Authority  of  the  Bible; 

—  Need  for  non-Christians  to  find 
faith  in  Christ; 

—  “Authentic”  worship  of  God; 

—  Christian  nurture  and 
discipleship; 

—  Commitment  to  missions ; 

—  Support  for  families; 

—  Creation  of  new  churches; 

—  Ministry  in  cities; 

—  Service  to  people  in  need; 

—  Biblical  doctrine  and  Baptist 
polity  and  heritage;  and 

—  Stewardship  of  resources. 

The  list  of  concerns  was  formulated 
following  two  presentations  that 
prepared  participants  to  think  about 
upcoming  world  needs  and  what 
Southern  Baptists  can  do  about  them. 

The  first  presentation,  “Trends 
Toward  2QQP,"  focused  on  global 
changes  which  will  affect  ministry 
during  the  next  15  years.  It  was 
prepared  by  Doran  McCarty,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  ministry  at  Golden  Gate 
Seminary,  Mill  Valley,  Calif.,  and 
presented  by  O.  D.  Morris,  research 
director  for  the  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board  in  Atlanta. 

“People  are  the  bottom  line,  not 
technology,  housing,  or  automobiles ,’’ 
Morris  said.  The  world’s  population  is 
changing,  with  the  largest  increases 
coming  in  Third  World  countries,  he 
noted,  pointing  out  gigantic  gains  in 
the  numbers  of  young  people,  city 
dwellers,  and  non-Caucasians. 

“The  world  is  getting  smaller,”  he 


added,  citing  the  complex  intercon¬ 
nection  of  such  factors  as  economic 
relationships,  education,  tourism  and 
even  international  marriages.  Other 
factors  which  he  said  will  shape 
trends  include  acceleration  of  the  “in¬ 
formation  era,’  diversification  of 
education,  an  increase  in  the  world's 
“income  gap”  an  expanded  influence 
of  technology,  a  focus  upon  human 
worth  as  a  social  issue  and  a  renew¬ 
ed  interest  in  many  forms  of  religion. 

The  second  presentation  was  an  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  “Bold  Mission  Thrust 
Planning  for  the  1990’s”  questionnaire, 
analyzed  and  presented  by  J.  Clifford 
Tharp  Jr.,  research  associate  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board. 

The  survey’s  findings  were  based  on 
7,061  responses  from  Southern  Baptist 
in  33  state  Baptist  conventions,  Tharp 
said.  Respondents  were  asked  to  rank 
87  concepts  in  importance  on  a  four- 
point  scale.  The  concepts  dealt  with 
how  churches  should  respond  to 
changing  population,  the  “world  get¬ 
ting  smaller,”  the  information  era, 
diversity  and  specialization  of  educa¬ 
tion,  the  income  gap  technological 
advances,  social  issues,  and  religious 
diversity. 

The  five  items  which  earned  highest 
rankings  revolved  around  winning/ 
reaching  non-Christians  for  Christ 
and  affirming  the  authority  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  Tharp  reported. 

Marv  Knox  is  BP  feature  ed 


Breakfast  in  Bangkok 

A  Thai  woman  on  a  Bangkok  street  tries  coconut-flavored  patties  for  sale  She  is 
one  of  many  who  sell  their  food  specialties  along  the  streets  Beyond  the  fence  behind 
her  is  a  Buddhist  “spirit  house,"  similar  to  ones  found  at  the  east  corner  of  the  yard 
of  almost  every  Buddhist  home  in  Thaijand.  where  Buddhism  is  the  national  religion 
(See  Page  9  story  on  Thailand.)  —  Photo  by  Anne  McWilliams 
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The  Southern  Baptist  Peace  Com¬ 
mittee  has  forged  a  statement  that  the 
committee  says  illustrates  the  dif¬ 
ferences  among  Southern  Baptists  but 
which  the  committee  points  out  does 
not  cover  all  of  the  differences. 

The  committee  notes  that  the  state¬ 
ment  points  out  the  diversity  thafall 
have  known  existed  but  which  has  not 
been  formally  stated  before. 

The  statement  does  indeed  point  out 
a  wide  range  of  differences.  The  com¬ 
mittee  is  hoping  that  in  spite  of  that 
fact,  there  may  be  found  an  avenue 
of  mutual  acceptance  so  that  we  may 
all  work  together  in  harmony. 

Of  course,  working  together  in  har¬ 
mony  has  not  been  the  primary  pro¬ 
blem.  The  concern  of  the  more  con¬ 
servative  group  has  been  over  what 
is  being  taught  in  classrooms.  And.  if 
what  is  mentioned  in  the  statement  is 
indicative  of  what  to  expect  in  some 
Southern  Baptist-related  classrooms, 
then  there  is  cause  for  concern,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  relation  to  the  idea  that 
some  miracles  are  intended  to  be 
taken  as  parabolic.  If  that  is  to  be  the 
case,  we’ll  need  someone  to  tell  us 
which  ones  were  not  actual  miracles. 

It  would  be  better  not  to  discuss  the 
problem  points  at  this  time,  however. 
The  committee  says  in  its  statement, 
to  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  issue, 
that  it  should  not  be  used  as  a  “smok¬ 
ing  gun”  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
have  been  critical  of  a  part  of  the  total 
spectrum  of  seminary  teaching. 
Charles  Fuller,  chairman  of  the  peace 
committee,  pleads  for  understanding 
and  patience  as  the  committee  con¬ 
tinues  to  pursue  its  objective  between 
now  and  convention  time  in  June  in 
Atlanta.  If  the  statement  is  mishandl¬ 
ed.  he  said,  we  could  forfeit  whatever 
opportunity  we  might  have  to  build 


bridges  of  peace. 

We  must  allow  the  committee  the 
time  it  needs  to  seek  a  proposal  for  a 
solution  to  the  problems  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  The 
committee  did  not  tell  us  anything 
new  in  its  statement.  We  knew  we 
were  diverse.  I  must  admit  that  there 
are  areas  of  diversity  of  which  I  was 
not  aware.  But  that  doesn’t  change 
the  necessity  of  letting  the  committee 
do  its  work  before  we  take  off  on  the 
battles  again.  This  is  a  time  for 
waiting,  hoping,  and  praying. 

Recognizing  the  need  for  some  kind 
of  nomenclature  by  which  we  can 
identify  ourselves,  the  committee  has 
proposed  that  we  call  one  extreme 
group  fundamental-conservatives 
and  the  other  extreme  group 
moderate-conservatives.  In  its 
meeting  last  month  in  Williamsburg. 
Va.,  the  Southern  Baptist  Press 
Association,  the  organization  of  state 
Baptist  paper  editors,  voted  to  ask 
Baptist  Press,  the  nationwide  Baptist 
news  gathering  and  disseminating 
agency  to  employ  those  terms.  W.  C. 
Fields,  director  of  Baptist  Press, 
agreed. 

Terms,  or  labels,  however,  have  a 
way  of  presenting  problems.  I  have 
reservations  about  the  proposed  idea. 
If  we  are  to  accept  the  fact  that  all  are 
conservatives  and  we  are  simply 


seeking  to  differentiate  between  con¬ 
servative  groups,  then  there  is  no 
need  to  use  the  term,  conservative. 
We  should  dispense  with  that  and  call 
the  groups  fundamentalists  and 
moderates.  Neither  side,  however, 
likes  the  more  simplistic  term  that 
would  be  applied  to  itself  in  this  case. 

So  perhaps  the  labels  proposed  by 
the  peace  committee  would  be  the 
best  solution  possible.  We  will  weigh 
the  possibilities  here  and  try  to  make 
a  responsible  decision.  This  solution, 
however,  does  not  give  a  label  to  the 
great  mass  of  Southern  Baptists  who 
do  not  want  to  identify  with  either 
camp.  Surely  there  is  something  they 
could  be  called.  They  may  be  the  most 
important  group  of  all. 

Also  those  labels  do  not  speak  to  the 
real  issue  that  is  troubling  many  who 
might  be  placed  in  the  fundamental- 
conservative  camp.  They  are  con¬ 
cerned  about  what  is  being  taught  in 
seminary  classrooms.  There  is  no 
question  about  that.  Of  equal  concern, 
if  not  of  more  concern,  is  their  feel¬ 
ing  that  there  are  those  in  classrooms, 
and  in  other  denominational  offices, 
who  have  lost  touch  with  them. 

We  have  grown  to  be  a  gigantic 
religious  body.  It  is  difficult,  if  not  im¬ 
possible,  to  have  everyone  feeling 
good  about  everyone  else  at  any  time. 
To  fdel  in  a  democratic  body, 
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"TAKE.  A  LETTER  TO 

me.  epitor  of  our  baptist 

PAPER.  PEAR  BROTHER  — 
THAT  WA*  A  GREAT  EDITORIAL 
VOU  WROTE  AGAINST  POLITIC* 
IN  THE  CONVENTION,  AS  X 
WAS  SAVINS  TO  OUR  LITTtC 
PRESSURE  GROUP  TODAY  /* 
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however,  that  one  does  not  have  the 
ear  of  those  they  have  placed  in  office, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  is  bound 
to  be  disconcerting. 

We  have  many  problems.  As  has 
been  requested  by  the  peace  commit¬ 
tee,  let’s  give  prayerful  support  to  its 
efforts  and  deliberations  and  give  it 
a  chance  to  be  effective. 

It  is  of  great  interest  that  as  early 
as  1976,  before  this  controversy  came 


to  light  at  the  convention  in  Houston, 
staff  members  of  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Board  covered  the 
state  in  one-on-one  efforts  to  hear 
what  needs  to  be  said.  Even  now  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Secretary  Earl  Kelly  and 
Mrs.  Kelly  are  making  attempts  to 
get  to  as  many  areas  of  the  state  as 
possible. 

These  kinds  of  efforts  can  relieve 
many  anxieties. 


Partners  for  home  missions 


By  C.  B.  Hogue 
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BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.-The  apostle 
Paul  made  a  declaration  of  highest 
value:  “You  have  been  called  to  liber¬ 
ty."  Imagine  being  free  from  the  law' 
and  living  in  free  grace!  Yet  that 
declared  liberty  is  not  license  nor 
freedom  for  personal  interest  above 
that  of  the  believer’s  fellow  human  be¬ 
ings  ;  rather  it  calls  for  concern  which 
reaches  out  to  all  persons  in  need. 
“Through  love  serve  one  another” 
(Gal.  5:13b). 

The  theme  for  this  year’s  Week  of 
Prayer  for  Home  Missions.  “How  Far 
Love  Reaches,”  is  especially  ap¬ 
propriate  in  light  of  this  verse.  The 
churches  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  can  join  together  to  encourage 
members  to  become  partners/ser¬ 
vants  in  home  missions  through 
prayer  experiences,  involvement  in 
missions  awareness,  personal 
witnessing,  ministry  and  giving. 

Why  then  should  we  join  as  part¬ 
ners/servants  of  love?  Obviously,  the 
task  of  the  Home  Mission  Board  is  to 
lead  Southern  Baptists  in  evangeliz¬ 
ing  our  land.  As  churches  and  Chris¬ 
tian  believers,  we  are  partners  with 
the  Home  Mission  Board.  As  respon¬ 
sible  servants  in  our  communities  we 
can  reach  out  with  love  together. 

According  to  recent  sophisticated 
research  from  a  variety  of  agencies 
and  groups,  our  nation  has  approx 
innately  156  million  lost  persons.  While 
this  figure  may  be  argued  by  some, 
the  reality  of  the  multitude  of  lost  per¬ 


sons  in  our  country  mandates  high 
priority  concern  for  all  those  outside 
of  the  Christian  experience. 

How  far  does  love  reach  in  regard 
to  these  multitudes?  In  Matthew 
9:35-38,  Jesus  gave  expression  to  the 
matter  when  He  saw  the  multitudes 
of  his' day.  He  had  compassion  on 
them.  He  expressed  love  in  action. 
Jesus  is  our  example.  Wherever  there 
wasjsain,  sorrow,  or  need,  our  Lord 
acted  in  love  to  make  persons  whole 
and  give  them  purpose  for  life. 

Love  is  our  motivation.  The  theme 
passage  goes  beyond  a  great  freedom 
in  Christ.  That  freedom  actually 
places  us  in  obligation  to  our  fellow 
man.  Such  freedom  loves  its 
neighbors  as  itself ;  so,  to  be  controll¬ 
ed  by  Christ’s  love  is  to  love  as  He  lov¬ 
ed.  This  Christlike  love  is  the  force 
and  motivation  for  service. 

How  far  does  love  reach?  Love 
reaches  to  communities  that  are 
changing  culturally,  racially,  and 
socially.  These  areas  have  great  need 
for  ministry  and  witness.  Love  also 
reaches  to  rural  areas  where  com¬ 
munities  are  going  through  cultural, 
racial,  and  social  transitions. 

If  our  churches,  with  encourage¬ 
ment  through  the  Home  Mission 
Board,  state  conventions,  and  associa¬ 
tions,  reached  only  seven  percent  of 
the  lost  people  in  our  land,  10,920,000 
would  come  to  know  Christ  in  a  per¬ 
sonal  way. 

If  each  new  church  had  592 


members,  we  would  need  18,446  new 
ministering  churches.  What  a  need  for 
the  outreach  of  love  for  these  realities, 
plus  the  special  love  for  those  who 
have  need  of  food,  shelter,  medical 
care,  and  social  comfort. 

Where  does  love  in  action  end? 
There  is  no  end  to  evangelizing,  con- 
gregationalizing  and  ministering  in  a 
highly  pluralistic  setting.  With 
population  migration,  emerging  new 
lifestyle  groups,  continuing  need  for 
ministry  among  the  aged,  children  of 
one  parent  families,  divorced  persons, 


A  subcommittee  of  the  U.S.  House 
of  Representatives  is  holding  hear¬ 
ings  on  the  concept  of  educational 
vouchers.  The  subject  is  called  The 
Equity  and  Choice  Act  of  1985  and  has 
been  dubbed  as  TEACH. 

There  are  bills  in  each  house  of  Con¬ 
gress  supporting  TEACH.  In  the 
House  the  bill  is  H  R.  3821,  introduc¬ 
ed  by  Pat  Swindall,  a  Republican  of 
Georgia.  The  Senate  bill  is  S.  1876,  in¬ 
troduced  by  Orrin  Hatch,  a 
Republican  of  Utah. 

The  concept  is  for  the  use  of  parents 
of  disadvantaged  children,  who  will 
be  able  to  use  the  vouchers  in  either 
public  or  private  schools.  The 
average  voucher  would  be  about  $610. 


internationals  and  new  immigrants, 
the  task  demands  every  one  of  us  to 
become  partners/servants  through 
prayer,  personal  involvement,  and 
giving. 

You  can  do  the  humblest  work  with 
the  ultimate  freedom  of  spirit  if  you 
do  it  for  the  benofit  of  your  brethren 
and  under  the  blessed  influence  of 
love.  There  are  no  bounds  to  how  far 
love  reaches! 

C.  B.  Hogue  is  executive  director- 
treasurer  for  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  of  California. 


All  sorts  of  arguments  have  been 
and  will  be  used  to  support  this  con¬ 
cept  of  giving  federal  money  to  the 
poor  in  order  for  their  children  to  be 
able  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  private 
schools  if  they  want  to.  There  are  two 
problems  that  are  basic.  One  is  that 
it  would  take  the  money  provided  for 
the  government  by  all  of  us  of  all 
religious  persuasions  and  put  it  to  use 
in  private  schools  run  by  religious 
groups  of  different  persuasions.  The 
second  is  that  the  concept  leaves  out 
a  great  mass  of  people  who  would  not 
qualify  for  using  the  concept  but 
would  also  not  be  able  financially  to 
send  their  children  to  private  schools 
That  seems  to  be  a  bad  program. 


Educational  vouchers 


Wear  red  in  March:  protest  drug  usage 


6 We  got  our  eyes  opened  to  the  teens’world’ 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 
“Wear  red  this  month.  Arrange  red 
flowers  in  church  sanctuaries.  Post  a  ‘ 
red  ribbon  at  the  church  entrance,  to 
show  opposition  to  drugs  and  alcohol,” 
suggests  the  Drug  Research  and 
Education  Association  of  Mississippi. 

Mayor  Dale  Danks  of  Jackson,  in 
cooperation  with  DREAM  and  the 
Mayor’s  Youth  Council,  proclaimed 
February  28  Drug  Awareness  Day; 
Sunday,  March  2,  as  Drug  Awareness 
Sunday;  and  March  as  Drug 
Awareness  Month. 

DREAM  and  the  Youth  Council  re¬ 
quested  that  churches  across  the  state 


take  part  in  this  by  asking  their 
members  to  wear  something  red,  or 
to  display  red  ribbons  and/or  red 
flowers. 

DREAM  has  been  distributing  red 
ribbons  to  businesses  and  individuals 
who  made  donations  of  $10  or  more. 
Money  collected  for  the  ribbons  is  to 
be  used  to  help  defray  expenses  for  a 
day  of  celebration  for  teens  on  April 
4.  Terri  Ainsworth,  assistant  director 
of  DREAM,  said  that  this  event  will 
endeavor  to  involve  hundreds  of  teens 
and  to  provide  an  example  for  others 
that  teens  can  have  a  celebration 
without  the  use  of  drugs. 


One  Jackson  mother  who  is  wear¬ 
ing  a  red  ribbon  now  has  more 
awareness  of  what  drugs  can  do  than 
she  would  care  to  have.  Last  year  she 
learned  that  her  own  15-year-old  son 
was  using  both  drugs  and  alcohol.  She 
recalls  that  at  first  she  and  her  hus¬ 
band  tried  to  deny  the  reality  even  to 
themselves,  asking  “Is  it  really  that 
bad?  Do  we  have  any  REAL 
evidence?”  But  then  she  said,  “We 
learned  that  today  parents  have  not 
only  the  right,  but  the  responsibility, 
to  be  involve'd  in  every  phase  of  their 
child’s  lives  —  from  realistically  look¬ 
ing  at  the  chi'd’s  behaviour  to  search¬ 


ing  his  room.’’ 

They  talked  to  their  pastor.  Bill 
Causey,  at-Parkway  Baptist  Church; 
they  talked  to  youth  workers,  social 
workers,  drug  counselors,  and  parents 
about  similar  situations.  She 
remembers,  “We  got  our  eyes  opened 
to  what  is  happening  in  the  world  of 
teenagers,  and  kids  in  general.” 

This  had  been  going  on  for  months 
with  their  son,  but  they,  failed  to 
recognize  the  symptoms.  Problems 
which  they  had  with  him,  they  thought 
were  just  the  regular  "growing  pains" 
of  the  teenager  Later,  looking  back, 
they  remembered  that  he  had  often 


come  home  after  school  and  taken 
long  naps.  He  would  eat  a  lot  at  odd 
times  of  day  or  night,  like  at  11  p.m. 
His  grades  dropped,  but  were  still 
mostly  B’s.  He  skipped  some  classes 
He  took  a  sudden  interest  in  his 
mother’s  book  on  medicines.  Though 
she  didn’t  know  it  at  the  tirrife,  he  was 
looking  to  see  what  effect  various 
drugs  would  have  on  him 
"You  can't  always  trust  your  child 
even  when  you  think  you  can.”  she 
said.  “He  would  say  he  was  going  to 
a  meeting  of  the  Fellowship  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Athletes,  because  he  knew  we 
(Continued  on  page  10) 


Executive  Committee 

approves  new  budget 

- - 1/ - 


By  Marv  Knox 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  -  A 
record  $136  million  goal  has  been  pro¬ 
posed  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention’s  1986-87  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  unified  budget. 

The  69-member  SBC  Executive 
Committee  voted  Feb.  19  to  recom¬ 
mend  the  Cooperative  Program  pro¬ 
posal  to  messengers  who  will  attend 
the  1986  SBC  annual  meeting  this  June 
in  Atlanta.  The  Cooperative  Program 
is  Southern  Baptists'  means  of  fund¬ 
ing  missions,  education,  and  ministry 
programs  around  the  world. 

The  $136  million  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  budget  is  divided  into  three 
categories.  The  first  is  $126,630,000  for 
the  first  phase  of  the  SBC  basic 
operating  budget,  or  operating  funds 
supplied  to  20  convention  agencies,  in¬ 
stitutions,  or  programs.  The  second  is 
$5,874,000  allocated  to  meet  capital 
needs  of  12  agencies  and  institutions. 
The  third  is  $3,496,000  for  the  second 
phase  of  the  basic  operating  budget. 

The  disbursement  priority  will  be  to 
supply  the  first  phase  of  the  operating 
budget,  then  to  meet  capital  needs, 
and  finally  to  enter  the  second  phase 
of  the  operating  budget,  if  revenue  is 
available. 

In  conjunction  with  the  budget  pro¬ 
posal,  the  Executive  Committee 
adopted  a  “special  note”  to  emphasize 
Planned  Growth  in  Giving,  the 
stewardship  campaign  adopted  in  1983 
to  support  the  SBC  Bold  Mission 
Thrust  plan  to  present  the  message  of 
Christ  to  the  entire  world  by  the  year 
2000. 

The  special  note  highlighted  a  four- 
part  strategy  which  has  been  design¬ 
ed  to  lead  Southern  Baptists  to  reach 
their  Planned  Growth  in  Giving  objec¬ 
tives,  said  Nelson  Duke/  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  and 
chairperson  of  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee’s  program  and  budget  subcommit¬ 
tee,  which  formulated  the  budget  pro¬ 


posal.  The  strategies  are  as  follows: 

—  “Church  members  increase  per¬ 
sonal  giving  to  their  church  each  year 
by  some  percentage  of  personal 
income. 

—  “Churches  increase  giving  by 
some  percentage  through  the 
Cooperative  Program  each  year  with 
the  goal  of  having  grown  by  at  least 
7.5  percentage  points  of  their 


undesignated  budget  receipts  to  mis¬ 
sions  support  through  the  Cooperative 
Program;  and  a  planned  increase  in 
giving  to  the  (local)  association. 

—  "State  conventions  continue  to 
work  toward  a  50-50  division  of 
undesignated  Cooperative  Program 
receipts  between  state  convention  and 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(Continued  on  page  10) 


Home  Board  appoints 
missionary  writer 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  The  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  approv¬ 
ed  a  missionary  to  write  abortion 
alternative  materials,  reported  on  the 
status  of  Good  News  America 
Simultaneous  Revivals,  and  elected 
three  staff  members  in  February 
board  actions. 

Fred  Loper,  a  medical  doctor  from 
Oklahoma  City,  and  his  wife,  Lavada. 
were  appointed  to  write  the  board’s 
first  altemative-to-atactjon  materials 
and  provide  leaderenip^rn  medical 
missions. 

The  materials  are  to  be  a  result  of 
Home  Mission  Board  efforts  to  en¬ 
courage  the  teaching  of  Christian  sex 
education  in  churches  and  to  inform 
them  ef  abortion  alternatives.  The 
suggestions  include  ways  churches 
can  become  involved  in  constructive 
prevention  of  abortions  such  as  crisis 
pregnancy  centers  where  women  are 
counseled  on  abortion  alternatives  — 
keeping  the  baby  or  placing  it  for 
adoption. 

Loper,  the  second  board-appointed 
medical  doctor,  will  also  devise  ways 
physicians  can  be  used  in  home  mis¬ 
sions,  said  Wendell  Belew,  board  mis¬ 
sion  ministeries  division  director.  The 


Recruitment  of  a  volunteer  team  of 
Mississippi  Baptists  to  travel  to 
Burkina  Faso  in  West  Africa  is 
underway. 

The  many-faceted  project  will  in¬ 
clude  construction  of  a  dairy  goat 
barn,  animal  and  seed  projects,  nutri¬ 
tion  and  public  health  projects,  and 
revivals  and  a  missionary  kids’ 
retreat. 

The  revival  and  missionary  kid 
retreat  will  be  led  by  students 
recruited  by  Ken  Watkins,  Baptist  Stu¬ 
dent  Union  director  at  Mississippi 
State  University.  " 

The  others  are  being  sought  by  the 
Mississippi  Agri-Missions  Fellowship 
which  is  sponsored  by  the  state 


Brotherhood  Department. 

Needed  for  the  team  will  be  a  con¬ 
struction  crew  to  build  a  dairy  goat 
barn  and  other  minor  construction. 
This  calls  for  a  mason,  an  assistant 
mason,  and  a  carpenter  and  his 
assistant. 

A  genera]  agriculturist  is  needed  for 
animal  and  seed  projects.  A  nutri¬ 
tionist  and  a  public  health  nurse  are 
needed  to  work  with  a  missionary 
nurse  in  survey  and  evaluation  of  pro¬ 
jects.  And  a  veterinarian  will  fcfe  work¬ 
ing  with  animal  health  care  projects. 

The  only  slot  filled  at  press  time 
was  that  of  veterinarian.  Robert  King, 
research  vet  for  "the  State  Board  of 


Animal  Health. 

The  team  is  expected  to  be  in  the 
land-locked  country,  formerly  known 
as  Upper  Volta,  in  late  May  or  early 
June. 

Cost  of  the  trip,  according  to  Bob¬ 
by  Redding,  projects  coordinator  for 
Agri-Missions  Fellowship,  is  about 
$1,400  Those  interested  and  qualified, 
should  contact  Redding  at  1418  Hunt- 
cliff  Way,  Clinton.  Miss.  39056,  phone 
924-6420. 

Mississippians  Larry  and  Cheryl 
Cox  are  missionaries  to  Burkina  Faso. 
He  is  involved  in  a  number  of  water 
projects.  In  most  of  the  places  where 
Baptists  have  been  digging  wells, 
churches  are  springing  up. 


Needed:  Volunteers  for  Burkina  Faso 


board  receives  a  number  of  requests 
from  doctors  who  want  to  aid 
migrants,  ghetto  dwellers,  and  other 
indigents,  but  the  current  process 
prevents  them  from  practicing  out¬ 
side  of  the  state  in  which  they  are 
(Continued  on  page  10) 


Sells  house  to  pay  church  debt 

Yoon  Young  Jong  (center)  takes  time  from  his  work  to  visit  a  patient  and  family 
member  at  Wallace  Memorial  Baptist  Hospital  in  Pusan  South  Korea  A  longtime 
hospital  employee.  Yoon  is  also  a  committed  Baptist  deacon  —  so  committed  he  sold 
his  house  to  help  his  church  pay  off  a  major  debt  (BP)  PHOTO  By  Don  Rutledge 
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Student  groups  differ 

violations 


Brazil  bans 
film  on  Mai 


on  seminary 


RIO  DE  JANEIRO.  Brazil  (EP)  - 
A  French  movie  about  the  Virgin 
Mary  has  been  banned  from  exhibi¬ 
tion  in  Brazil  at  the  request  of  the 
church.  The  film,  “Hail  Mary,”  has 
met  with  objections  from  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  in  showings  around 
the  world. 

President  Jose  Sarney’s  decision 
was  prompted  by  a  telegram  from 
Pope  John  Paul  II,  and  appeals  from 
the  country’s  Catholic  leadership,  as 
well  as  by  his  desire  “not  to  go  against 
the  Christian  spirit  of  the  Brazilian 
WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  A  provision  people,”  according  to  a  spokesman, 
in  the  House-passed  Tax  Reform  Act  The  film,  by  French  director  Jean- 
would  subject  tax-exempt  groups  —  Luc  Godard,  sets  the  story  of  Christ’s 
including  churches  and  church-  conception  in  modern  times,  and  in- 
supported  institutions  —  to  corporate  eludes  scenes  in  which  the  actress 
income  taxes  on  dividends  earned  if  portraying  Mary  appears  in  the  nude, 
they  own  as  little  as  five  percent  of  the  The  decision  to  ban  the  film  has 

stock  in  any  corporation.  been  strongly  criticized  by  Brazilian 

According  to  Gary  Nash,  general  intellecutals,  who  oppose  censorship, 
counsel  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Annui-  In  the  words  of  one  official,  the  presi- 
ty  Board,  the  provision  most  likely  dent  had  to  choose  between  “pleasing 
would  adversely  affect  private  col-  130  intellectuals  or  pleasing  130 
leges,  universities,  and  hospitals.  But,  million  Brazilians.” 
he  warned,  potentially  all  churches 

and  church  institutions  and  agencies  1 QO/C  *  _  Vpnr 
might  be  losers  if  the  provision  were  la  ycdl 

to  become  law.  q£  Rjklp 

As  contained  in  H.R.  3838  —  the  bill 
passed  late  last  year  by  the  House  of  anniversaries 
Representatives  and  now  the  subject 

of  hearings  in  the  Senate  —  the  pro-  NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  (EP)  —  1986  is  a 
vision  would  likely  inhibit  large  gifts  year  of  anniversaries  associated  with 
of  stock  to  church-related  and  other  the  Bible,  according  to  the  American 
nonprofit  institutions.  It  would  a^so  Bible  Society,  which  celebrates  its 
hurt  institutional  endowment  funds  in  170th  birthday  this  year, 
those  cases  where  investments  in  a  The  first  copies  of  the  King  James 
single  corporation  exceed  the  five  per-  Version  of  the  Bible  were  produced  375 
cent  threshold.  years  ago.  The  KJV  Bible  was  pro- 

Nash  said  that  while  most  churches  duced  on  the  orders  of  a  king  who 
and  church  agencies  —  including  the  hoped  to  reconcile  factions  within  the 
Annuity  Board  —  would  not  be  af-  Church  of  England  who  were  strong- 
fected  by  the  provision  for  now,  final  ly  divided  over  which  version  should 
passage  of  a  tax  bill  containing  it  be  read  from  the  pulpit.  The  recon- 
would  set  a  “dangerous  precedent.”  ciliation  effort  was  unsuccessful,  but 
He  likened  its  passage  to  the  prover-  the  KJV  Bible  has  been  an  enduring 
bial  “camel’s  nose  getting  into  the  success. 

tent.”  Two  Bibles  celebrate  their  20th  an¬ 

niversaries  this  year.  The  Spanish 

„  ..  u  ..  ,  .  .  ...  .  .  r,  .  .  .  .  ,,  “Version  Popular”,  is  a  common- 

greatly,  he  added.  The  most  visible  Anti-Semitic  work  falls 
problem  is  restrooms.  Obviously,  • 

enough  phones  are  not  available.  York,  N.Y.  (EP)  Anti 

Registration  is  much  harder,  as  is  just 
about  everything  people  do  at  a  con¬ 
vention.” 

Third  is  the  problem  of  food  service, 
he  said.  “Food  in  all  cities  is  a  major 
problem.  Now  our  meetings  involve  so 
much  business,  and  everybody  is 
crowded.  They  don’t  want  to  give  up 
their  seat,  so  they  stay  in  the  building 
to  eat.”  To  rectify  that  situation 
somewhat,  the  convention  has 
negotiated  to  use  for  food  service 
94,000  square  feet  of  space  previous¬ 
ly  contracted  to  another  group. 


By  R.  G.  Puckett  and  Dan  Martin  Those  interested  in  obtaining  tape 

in  that  guidelines  were  violated,  that  the  time  of  the  meeting  at  approx-  recordings  of  the  messages  delivered 
a  hidden  agenda  was  carried  out  and  imately  9  p.m  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  4,  at  af  the  recent  Evangelism/Bible  Con- 
that  no  single  elected  representative  the  Plantation  Inn,  a  motel  near  the  ference  at  Alta  Woods  Church, 
of  our  student  body  was  given  the  op-  seminary  campus  where  members  of  Jackson,  may  contact  Wayne  Long 
portunity  to  present  genuine  concerns  the  subcommittee  were  staying.  '  Taping  Service,  445  Bruin  Ave.,  Pearl, 
of  the  entire  student  population.”  CEF  officers  insisted  they  were  not  Miss.  39208,  for  an  order  form. 

The  Peace  Committee  guidelines  on  trying  to  hold  any  secret  meetings, 
the  visit  of  subcommittees  to  the  six  but  the  student  council  statement 
SBC  seminaries  and  five  other  disagreed  sharply:  “We  pray  for- 
denominational  agencies  called  for  peace,  but  how  can  we  enjoy  peace  by 
the  subgroups  to  meet  with  the  chief  destroying  opportunities  for  the 
executive  officer,  the  chief  academic  development  of  trust  and  respect?  It 
officer,  and  the  trustee  chairman,  is  a  sad,  sad  day  when  the  work  of 
They  did  not  discuss  meeting  with  Christ  cannot  advance  because  of  the 
other  organizations  or  individuals.  need  for  power  and  politics  in  the  lives 
James  Bradshaw  of  Virginia  of  a  few  people. 

Beach,  Va.,  president  of  CEF,  in  an  in-  “It  is  an  admirable  thing  to  be 
terview  with  the  Biblical  Recorder,  sincere  in  a  cause;  it  is  a  travesty 
newsjournal  of  the  Baptist  State  Con-  when  one  is  sincerely  wrong.  What 
vention  of  North  Carolina,  confirmed  transpired  here  at  Southeastern 
the  meeting,  first  talk-  seminary  represents  a  severe  breach 
r  Vines  of  Jacksonville,  in  the  spirit  of  our  Christian  corn- 
tee  member,  who  refer-  munity.” 

im  Henry  of  Orlando,  In  its  statement,  the  student  coun- 
aittee  chairman,  as  the  cil  closed  with  an  affirmation  of 
ut  the  arrangements.  .  the  members  of  the  faculty  and 
vo  members  of  the  sub-  administration  ...  as  being  know- 
;  Robert  Cuttino of Lan-  ledgeable  promoters  of  higher 
and  William  Poe  of  theological  education  and  also  as  be- 

ing  faithful  representatives  of  our 
According  to  Bradshaw,  Henry  set  Lord  Jesus  Christ.” 


tee,  meeting  Feb.  17-19,  in  Nashville,  ing  with  Jerry 
Tenn.,  and  into  a  meeting  of  the  Fla.,  a  commitl 
Southern  Baptist  Press  Association  in  red  him  to  Jii 
Williamsburg,  Va.,  Feb.  11-13.  Fla.,  subcomm 

It  has  included  allusions  to  one  to  work  oi 
discipline,  intimidation,  and  The  other  tw 
“blasting”  from  one  side  and  accusa-  committee  are 
tions  of  betrayal  from  the  other.  caster,  S.C.,  j 
It  also  resulted  in  a  “tense"  meeting  Charlotte,  N.C. 
of  the  President’s  Forum,  a  monthly 
meeting  between  Southeastern  Presi¬ 
dent  Randall  Lolley  and  interested 
students.  Seminary  officials  said 
strong  opinions  were  expressed  by 
both  sides  during  the  meeting,  but  no 
official  action  has  been  taken  against 
any  of  those  involved. 

The  nine-paragraph  CEF  state¬ 
ment,  entitled  “An  Apology,”  is  in 
response  to  a  formal  statement  by  the  By  Marv  Knox 

Southeastern  Student  Council;  issued  NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Hedquist  described  four  major 
by  student  body  President  Ben  Taylor  Alarmed  by  the  potential  for  “chaos”  logistical  problems  which  will  be 
of  Macon.  Ga.,  which  expressed  at  increasingly  large  Southern  Baptist  presented  at  the  June  meeting, 
"great  concern  and  dismay”  about  the  Convention  annual  meetings,  the  SBC  The  f  jret  js  a  problem  of  moving 
visit  between  CEF  and  the  Executive  Comeiittee  has  approved  a  people,”  Hedquist  noted  explaining 
subcommittee  special  committee  to  study  the  the  main  meeting  hall  in  Atlanta  is 

The  statement  identifies  CEF  as  a  messenger  participatory  process"  at  down  two  flights  of  escalators  and  that 
“group  of  . . .  students  that  agree  that  the  yearly  gatherings  up  to  two  hours  may  be  required  to  fill 

the  Bible  has  complete  authority  and  The  call  for  the  special  committee  and  empty  the  hall  for  each  session 
reliability,  containing  truth  without  "arose  out  of  concern  for  the  cost  in- 
any  mixture  of  error’  "  and  says  the  volved  in  the  annual  convention  and 
"purpose  of  this  organization  is  to  pro-  the  effectiveness  of  conventions  the 
vide  fellowship  forstudents  with  con-  size  of  Dallas  and  expected  for  Atlan- 
servative  views  .  .  ta,"  said  Dewey  Presley  of  Dallas.  The 

The  statement  includes  "regret  if  1985  meeting  in  Dallas  attracted  45,519 
the  efforts  of  the  .  .  .  Peace  Commit-  messengers,  and  some  observers 
tee  have  been  hindered  because  of  believe  the  Atlanta  convention  may 
misunderstanding  between  various  attract  similar  numbers 
groups"  and  regrets  that  "statements  Presley  moved  the  Executive  Com- 
of  good  faith  and  intent”  by  some  mittee  "request  its  officers  to  appoint 
members  of  CEF  have  "for  whatever  a  special  committee  to  study 
reasons  been  misunderstood,  ill  con-  messenger  representation  to  the  an- 
ceived.  or  improperly  channeled  ."  nual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
It  also  "regrets  the  purpose  ol  Convention  " 
the  meeting  was  misunderstood  "  It  The  Executive  Committee  approv- 
savs.  "The  written  statement  of  intent  ed  the  recommendation,  along  with 
provided  to  the  subcommittee  clear-  an  amendment  by  Sunnye  Jones  of 
ly  emphasized  that  theological  Baton  Rouge.  La.,  which  changed 
balance  in  the  classrooms  was  the  "messenger  representation”  to 
main  concern  and  purpose  for  the  ses-  "messenger  participatory  process" 
sion.  There  was  no  desire  on  our  part  Jones  explained  the  amendment  was  four  of  which  will  be  used  in  Atlanta, 
to  attack  the  integrity  or  the  Christian  needed  to  delineate  clearly  Southern  Hedquist  said.  “We’ve  utilized  all 
faith  of  our  professors  We  did  not  and  Baptists'  polity,  which  holds  that,  as  hinds  of  technical  systems,  but  when 
do  not  wish  to  have  any  professor  autonomous  Christians,  messengers  it  comes  to  a  voice  or  hand  vote,  what 
dismissed  but  only  to  promote  balanc-  come  from  their  churches  but  vote  as  do  you  do?  Instantaneous  voting 
ed  lectures  or  the  addition  of  faculty  their  own  consciences  dictate.  mechanisms  would  cost  $1.8  million, 

who  hold  strong  conservative  biblical  Action  on  the  study  committee  That  technology  is  being  improved 
views.  followed  a  report  on  the  upcoming  rapidly,  and  companies  are  willing  to 

The  Southeastern  Student  Council  convention  in  Atlanta  by  Tim  Hed-  put  us  on  the  cutting  edge.  But  it’s  still 
issued  a  formal  statement  Feb.  11,  quist,  Executive  Committee  vice  not  easy.” 

which  says,  . .  We  ...  feel  betrayed  president  for  business  and  finance  Marv  Knox  is  BP  feature  editor. 


language  Spanish  New  Testament. 
The  “Good  News  for  Modern  Man,”  an 
easy-reading  English  translation,  is 
also  20  years  old.  Both  were  publish¬ 
ed  with  assistance  from  the  American 
Bible  Society. 

Superpotent  cocaine 
poses  new  risks 

An  inexpensive,  superpotent  but  ex- 
f  cocaine  is 


Semitic  incidents  directed  against 
Jews  and  Jewish  institutions  in  the 
United  States  decreased  in  1985,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  annual  audit  conducted 
by  the  Anti-Defamation  League  of 
B'nai  B'rith  (ADL). 

The  ADL  audit  revealed  638 
reported  incidents  of  vandalism 
against  Jewish  institutions  and 

private  Jewish  homes  in  34  states  and  tremely  dangerous  form  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  an  11  percent  hooking  teenagers  and  young  adults, 
decrease  from  the  1984  total  of  715.  according  to  a  survey  of  callers  to  a 
The  638  incidents  included  six  arson  national  drug  hotline, 
attacks,  as  opposed  to  nine  in  1984;  The  new  form,  called  “crack,”  pro- 
five  attempted  arsons,  as  against  duces  an  almost  instant  “high,"  said 
eight  previously ;  three  bombings,  the  Arnold  M.  Washton  of  800-COCAINE 
same  as  in  1984 ;  and  three  attempted  hotline.  It  is  smoked,  usually  in  a  pipe. 

Smoking  cocaine  is  more  likely  to  lead 
to  addiction  and  to  cause  lung 
damage,  brain  seizures,  and  heart 
attacks. 

In  a  random  sample  of  250  callers 
to  the  hotljne,  28%  were  addicted  to 
crack;  nearly  half  of  these  persons 
were  under  25.  Washton  said  crack  is 
sold  in  small  glass  vials  at  $20  to  $30 
—  easily  affordable  by  many  teens. 
-  USA  TODAY 


Promises  are  like  snowballs.  They 
are  easy  to  make  but  hard  to  keep. 


New  method  approved  so  new  areas 
can  qualify  for  SBC  representation 


NASHVILLE,  Tfcnn.  (BP)  —  A  new 
method  under  which  churches  in  new 


England  (Maine,  New  Hampshire,  gregations  and  13,483  members; 
Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut  Wyoming,  62  congregations  and  12,187 
and  Massachusetts )  71  congregations  members ;  and  Minnesota-Wisconsin, 
and  13,866  members ;  Hawaii.  42  con-  79  congregations  and  12,049  members. 


SENIOR  SYSTEMS  ANALYST 

•  RESPONSIBILITIES  INCLUDE:  Project  leader  for  design  and 
implementation  of  new  systems  and  maintenance  requests; 
supervision  of  analysts  and  programmers;  preparation  of 
system  specifications  and  other  necessary  documentation. 

•  REQUIREMENTS:  Three  years  of  System  Design  experience 
and  proven  track  record  of  project  leadership;  experience  in 
computer  programming  (COBOL);  undergraduate  degree  in 
Computer  Science,  Information  Systems  or  related  business 
degree;  experience  on  HP3000/48  a  plus. 


SYSTEMS  ANALYST 


•  RESPONSIBILITIES  INCLUDE:  Preparation  of  system  design 
and  programming  specifications;  instructing  programmers 
and  operations  personnel  during  systems  programming  and 
testing. 

•  REQUIREMENTS:  Four  years  experience  in  COBOL  pro¬ 
gramming;  formal  training  and/or  experience  in  systems 
design;  experience  in  micro-computer  programming; 
undergraduate  degree  in  Computer  Science,  Information 
Systems  or  related  business  degree;  experience  on 
HP3000/48  a  plus. 

Become  part  of  an  aggressive  DP  shop  committed  to  exceffence 
in  service.  Send  resume  to: 

Employment  Services  \ 

Home  Mission  Board,  SBC  | 

1350  Spring  Street,  N.W. 

Atlanta,  GA  30367 


Senior  adult  revival 
planned  at  Ridgecrest 


The  ministry  among  senior  adults  is  the 
fastest  growing  segment  of  ministry  in 
Southern  Baptist  life.  In  recognition  of  this, 
the  Baptist  Record  is  beginning  a  special 
column  for  senior  adult  news  to  be  call¬ 
ed  the  Senior  Adult  Corner.  The  Baptist 
Record  welcomes  items  of  interest  con¬ 
cerning  the  activities  of  senior  adults 
relating  to  their  church  affiliation 

Banquet  held  at 
First  Church,  Columbus 


A  senior  adult  revival  has  been  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
scheduled  for  April  20  to  23  by  vention  and  of  the  Missisisppi  Baptist 
Ridgecrest  Church.  Jackson  The  Convention,  and  he  is  a  former  chair- 
evangelist  will  be  C.  Z.  Holland,  a  man  of  the  SBC  Executive  Committee 
retired  professor  from  Mississippi  and  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
College.  The  music  director  will  be  Paul  Stevens  is  pastor  of  Ridgecrest 
Center  Stephens  of  New  Orleans.  Church.  The  senior  adult  choir  at  the 

Owen  Cooper,  retired  industrialist  church  is  called  the  Fellowship  Choir, 
of  Yazoo  City,  will  deliver  a  testimony  Joe  Chapman  is  the  director.  The 
at  one  of  the  services.  Cooper  was  one  senior  adult  choir  members  will  be  a 
of  the  founders  of  Mississippi  part  of  the  revival  choir  during  the 
Chemical  Corporation.  He  is  a  former  evangelistic  services,  according  to 

Stevens. 

Fuller  Seminary  cancels 
signs  and  wonders  course 

PASADENA,  Calif.  (EP)  —  The  most  popular  course  at  Fuller  Seminary 
—  a  course  on  “The  Miraculous  and  Church  Growth”  —  has  been  canceled 
in  response  to  faculty  concerns  about  the  theology  and  academic  quality  of 
the  course. 

The  course  was  initiated  by  Fuller’s  School  of  World  Mission  because  of 
the  frequency  of  “signs  and  wonders”  in  Third  World  churches,  where  many 
missionaries  serve.  The  course  attracted  279  students  in  its  second  year  — 
the  highest  enrollment  of  any  Fuller  course.  An  estimated  one-third  of  Fuller’s 
student  body  is  charismatic. 

The  course  has  strong  supporters,  as  well  as  critics.  More  than  100  students 
have  signed  a  petition  in  support  of  the  course.  Anthropology  professor  Charles 
H.  Kraft  called  the  course  “life-changing.”  And  Fuller  student  Diane  Moore 
says  she  was  miraculously  healed  of  a  degenerative  eye  disease  after  pray¬ 
ing  for  healing  in  one  of  the  course’s  “lab  sessions.” 

The  optional  two-hour  lab  session,  in  which  students  exercised  various 
spiritual  gifts,  was  another  source  of  controversy  about  the  course.  Opponents 
said  healing  missions  should  take  place  within  a  local  church,  not  in  a 
classroom. 


Church  Growth  Conference 

March  10-11,  1986 

Colonial  Heights  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

for  pastors,  deacon  chairmen,  and  Sunday  School  directors. 


More  than  100  senior  adults  and 
guests  enjoyed  the  “Love  Month 
Special”  banquet  held  for  the  L.L.L. 
Club  of  First  Church,  Columbus.  The 
fellowship  hall  was  decorated  irf 
Valentine  colors  of  pink,  red,  and 
white  for  this  special  occasion.  The  in¬ 
vocation  was  by  N.E.  Sumrall,  club 
president;  and  the  meal  was  capped 
off  with  the  traditional  cherry  pie  for 
dessert. 

Entertainment  for  the  evening  in¬ 
cluded  a  musical  concept  by  Alex 
Amaxopulos  on  the  trumpet  and 
flugelhorn.  He  was  accompanied  by 
Wilson  Henderson,  minister  of  music, 
at  the  piano.  There  were  also  selec¬ 
tions  by  Mrs.  Kim  Lytton  of  Starkville. 
All  but  ope  of  her  renditions  were 
original  compositions.  She  provided 
her  own  accompaniment  on  tape, 
piano,  violin,  and  guitar. 

Henderson  concluded  the  program 
with  inspirational  thoughts  on  “The. 
Case  Against  Vanilla.”  This  was  a  fun 
evening  for  all  who  attended.  - 
Alta  Spivey,  Reporter 


FEE:  $25  for  an  individual;  $40  for  a  church  group. 
This  covers  cost  of  materials  and  Tuesday  lunch. 
TIME:  Monday  night:  6:45  to  9:15  p.m. 

Tuesday:  8:45  a.m.  to  9:15  p.m. 

Complete  the  form  below  and  mail  with  your  check  (made  payable  to  Sunday 
School  Department)  to  Keith  Wilkinson.  P  O  Box  530.  Jackson.  MS  39205 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY  ZIP 

PHONE 

NAME  OF  CHURCH 

ASSOCIATION 

_ CHURCH/ASSOCIATION  POSITION  _ 

Most  of  us  never  lose  our  tempers 
However,  we  do  occasionally  mislay 
them. 


are  hearing  the  same  propaganda 
that  was  used  to  promote  the  legaliza¬ 
tion  of  liquor.  We  were  promised  that 
all  our  financial  ills  would  be  resolv¬ 
ed,  Mississippi  teachers  would  be 
paid  a  salary  comparable  to  other 


FOR  SALE: 

1975  Lodestar  1800  International 
Bluebird  50-passenger  bus 

•  top  of  bus  air  conditioning 


•  power  steering 


states,  and  all  our  educational  pro- 


•  power  brakes 

•  5  speed  *  new  tires 

•  FM/AM  radio  •  CB  radio 

•  inside-outside  PA 

•  under-bus  luggage 

•  inside  luggage  racks 

•  above-average  paint 

•  front  and  rear  heaters 

•  68,000  miles 

•  very  good 'mechanical  condition 

•  price  $15,000.00 

1967  Lodestar  1600  International 
40-passenger  bus 

•  average  paint 

•  average  tires 

•  average  interior 

•  excellent  engine  and  running  gear 

•  asking  $1800.00 

Contact  Bernie  Parker,  First 
Baptist  Church,  Columbia,  MS 
Phone  #601-736-2608 


grams  would  have  adequate  funding. 
I  was  told  that  there  were  enough 
Southern  Baptists  in  Mississippi  to 
have  defeated  that  referendum;  so, 
you  can  say  that  Southern  Baptists 
legalized  liquor.  Before  you  vote  to 
legalize  another  vice  or  support  a 
legislator  or  other  official  who  favors 
it,  please  become  informed  of  what  it 
has  actually  cost  the  state  and  the 
harm  it  has  done.  Do  not  be  gullible 
enough  to  believe  another  lie. 

Allene  Goodman 

Caledonia,  Miss. 


Favors  segregation  Well,  we  have  not  killed  the  wild 

Ecjj(or .  horses  that  are  within  us,  but  we  have 

As  I  read  the  recent  letters  arguing  not  bndled  them  eith?r!  This  Sene^ 
in  favor  of  racial  integration.  I  be-  b°n  of  -«  “  currently 

moaned  that  those  dear  brethren  Allowing  undisciplined  ideas  of  eat, 

were  (perhaps  unwittingly)  following  dr,nk-  and  **  melr,r>  ^  havet 
the  Roman  Catholic  tradition  -  not  |^on)e  irresponsible  and  are  just 
the  path  of  the  great  Protestant  wandering  ar°nnd 
Reformation  —  of  which  we  as  Bap-  What  is  needed  is  to  bridle  our 
lists  <  and  Americans »  arc  heir  hor^  and  I,ve '  disciplined  pnn- 

The  contrast  is  most  apparent  in  the  ?ples!  We  need  to  throw  ou  he 
settlement  of  the  New  World  druJs-  X-movies  the  four-letter 

Our  Proliant  ancestors  settled  *’ords;  Pornography,  etc  and  get 
North  America  They  brought  their  back  ta  h,gh  moral  standards.  We 
wives,  established  Christian  homes,  "f* to  morf  responsible  peo- 

and  segregated  themselves  from  non-  P  e  to  ourselves  and  to  others.  Some 

whites  This  was  no  accident  They  °f  our  -voun8  V**1*  are  not  invo  ved' 
were  English  and  England  and  only  but  ***  pressure  has  a  great  in- 
recently  left  the  Church  of  Rome.  Nucnce  on  them. 

Englishmen  had  a  great  love  of  nation  ^ur  young  people  need  better 

and  family  (expressed  so  strongly  in  guidance  than  they  are  currently 
the  teachings  of  Martin  Luther »  that  The  church  with  responsi- 

they.  like  Luther,  rebelled  against  the  b  e  leadership  needs  to  challenge  the 
one-world  internationalism  of  the  preseul  generation  with  bridled 
^  ideas  and  standards  of  living.  We  need 

On  the  other  hand.  Catholics  settl-  t0  &  ™  an  upward  or  heavenly  direc- 
ed  South  America.  They  brought  no  J'00  . God  b,ess  tbe  last  generation; 
wives  but  mixed  and  married  freely  ihey  have  been  losers  with  their  un- 

with  non-whites.  Their  doctrines  ap-  br'd  ed  behavior 
proved  marriage  with  any  race,  pro-  The  present  generation  of  young 

vided  both  were  Catholic's.  nfeds  he,P  and  guidance 

,  jEve^y  Apftgric^p  colony  and  state  desperately  from  us  I  Let  us  help  them 
had  laws  against  miscegenation.  NOW 
I  say  this  with  no  meanness  of  7°  ^rt  ^  V®^b 

malice;  but.  dear  brethren,  look  at  Jackson 

Cuba.  Brazil,  and  Latin  America  to-  r,  ...  . 

day.  W'hat  a  curse  race-mixing  has  Senior  Citizen  da}  care 

been  What  disease,  dependency,  and  Editor: 

deplorable  conditions!  Contrast  this  For  two  years  we  have  been  labor- 
w  ith  America.  What  pride,  promise,  ing  with  the  idea  of  establishing  a  day 
and  prosperity !  care  for  senior  citizens.  According  to 

Surely  Acts  17:26  teaches  that  no  David  Brown,  director  of  the  Gover- 
man  should  join  together  what  God  nor’s  Council  on  Aging,  there  is  not 
himself  has  set  asunder  such  a  center  established  in  or  out  of 

Yes.  we  have  had  recent  changes  in  another  church  in  the  State  of 
law;  and  it  may  not  be  popular  to  be  Mississippi.  At  a  meeting  in  our 
for  segregation  nowadays.  But  isn't  it  church.  Brown  stated  that  we  have 
a  blessed  assurance  to  know  that  the  over  440.000  over  the  age  65  in 
God  who  brought  forth  every  living  Mississippi  and  that  44,000  of  those 
creature  after  its  own  kind  (Gen.  are  homebound  and  are  not  nursing 
1:24),  who  set  the  bounds  of  the  home  prospects.  He  also  says  that 
habitation  of  the  nations,  and  who  these  figures  will  increase  by  83  per- 
loves  us  all  —  despite  changes  in  cent  by  the  year  2000. 
some  men  —  He  changes  not!  ( Mai.  We  plan  to  begin  this  Day  Care  in  number  of  Mississippi  legislators.  We 

its  embryo  stage  in  the  facilities  that 
we  already  have,  but  we  are  in  the 
process  of  purchasing  an  entire  block 
adjacent  to  our  church  for  building 
facilities  to  accommodate  such  a 
tremendously  needed  program. 

If  you  can  include  an  article  per- 
Today,  among  us  there  is  a  “lost  taining  to  this  along  with  an  editorial 
generation”  of  young  people  covering  supplying  the  need,  maybe  other 
the  years  of  1960-1980.  But  yet,  the  cur-  churches  can  get  a  vision  of  one  of  the 
rent  generation  of  1980-2000  may  be  greatest  opportunities  of  ministry 
even  more  lost!  Decent  and  responsi-  that  I  see  in  our  older  churches  and 
ble  people  should  try  to  bring  our  in  our  cities  and  towns.  „ 
young  people  back  to  old-fashioned  Just  thought  I  would  touch  base 
morals  and  values.  These  proven  with  you.  We  need  your  support  and 
values  and  principles  have  stood  the  prayers  as  we  try  to  pilot  a  program 
tests  of  time.  For  instance,  the  Ten  for  well  deserving  citizens.  Any  infor- 
Commandments  are  basic  to  the  sur-  mation  that  you  can  pick  up  that  will 
vival  of  mankind  in  any  form  of  be  helpful  to  us  I  will  appreciate  so 
government.  much  if  you  will  put  it  in  our  hands. 

During  the  sixties  a  number  of  the  Thank  you  and  the<  Lord’s  blessings, 
musical  stars  did  not  elevate  our  Otis  Seal,  pastor 

morale  values  but  brought  them  Calvary  Church 

down.  Then  came  the  sexual  revolu-  Meridian 


With  all  due  respect,  it  is  not  who 
the  person  is  but  how  well  known  he 
is  that  makes  his  death  news.  I  have 
never  heard  of  Anton  LaVey,  though 
I  am  sure  that  I  should  have.  I  have 
heard  of  Herbert  Armstrong  all  of-my 
life,  and  I  am  sure  that  many  others 
have  also.  The  Baptist  Record  majors 
on  Southern  Baptist  news  but  does  not 
restrict  itself  to  that  category.  — 
Editor 


Very  well  put,  and  thank  you  for 
writing.  —  Editor 


Most  of  us  don’t  recognize  oppor¬ 
tunity  until  we  see  it  working  for  a 
competitor.  —  Jay  Huenfeld 


This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation  of  offers 
to  buy  any  of  these  securities.  The  offering  is  made  only  by  Prospectus. 


Church  Loan  Collateralized  Bonds 
Series  A 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  Bonds,  along  with  other 
available  funds  of  Home  Mission  Board,  will  be  used  to 
make  direct  loans  to  Baptist  churches  affiliated  with  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  the  financing  of'sites  and 
the  construction  of  buildings  in  keeping  with  the  Bold  Mis¬ 
sion  Thrust  emphasis  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


Interest  on  the  bonds  will  be  payable  semi-annually.  The 
bonds  will  be  offered  with  maturity  dates  varying  from  six 
months  to  fifteen  years  and  the  interest  rate  will  vary  from 
10  per  cent  to  12  per  cent  depending  upon  the  maturity 
date  as  set  forth  in  the  Prospectus. 

Copies  of  the  Prospectus  may  be  obtained  by  calling  or 
writing: 


Don  Hocutt 
Jackson 


FIRST  SOUTHEASTERN  COMPANY 
ATTN:  COMPLIANCE  DEPARTMENT 
33  North  Avenue,  N.E. 

18th  Floor 

Atlanta,  Georgia  30308-0216 
404/897-3200 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  chairs, 

Van  UIinkle 

“  folding  doors 

(Cljurclj 
Jurniu^jnga  Sc 
Veui  Vpljplflterij 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Fro*  1-800-824-9827 
Design— Construction  Management 


Please  send  me  a  copy  of  the  Prospectus 


“Race  for  His  Kids  99 

Fundraiser  for 

P  * 


r 


V  illage 


ville  Heights  Church,  special  events 
are  planned  at  each  checkpoint. 
Young  people  at  the  checkpoint  chur¬ 
ches  are  responsible  for  presenting 
the  plan  of  salvation  in  some  creative 
way. 

Included  among  these  presenta¬ 
tions  will  be  participation  by  Joe 
Shelton,  an  evangelistic  singer  from 
Tupelo;  and  Rich  Malone,  youth 
minister  at  Calvary  Church,  Tupelo. 

Miss  Malone,  who  directed  a  “Walk 
for  Mankind"  in  Jackson  for  Project 
Concern.  International,  said  she  had 
wondered,  “What  if  we  took  this  idea 
and  did  something  for  the  glory  of  the 
Lord?” 

She  talked  with  Kermit  McGregor, 
public  relations  director  at  the 
Village,  and  with  Nunnery,  gaining 
their  endorsement  of  the  project.  Miss 
Malone  said  she  hopes  the  project 
gains  statewide  support  and  becomes 
an  annual  event. 


Carlson  Wilton 

Sponsors  include  Coca-Cola, 
Domino’s,  94  TYX  radio,  C.  B.  Blaine, 
Dan  Sherman,  Charles  Renfrew,  and 
nine  churches:  Alta  Woods,  Hillcrest. 
Forest  Hill,  Woodville  Heights, 
Southside,  Daniel  Memorial, 
McDowell  Road,  Oak  Forest,  and  Van 
Winkle. 

In  case  of  rain,  the  race  will  be 
cancelled  and  the  sponsor  sheets  are 
to  be  turned  in  to  the  Woodville 
Heights  Church  •gyjp  at  11  a.m.  on 
race  day  and  a  crusade  and  concert 
will  take  place  at  Daniel  Memorial 
Church  at  8  p.m. 

March  16  at  8:30  p.m.  is  the  date  for 
a  kickoff  rally  at  Daniel  Memorial 
Church  for  youth  ministers  and 
youths. 

Sponsor  sheets  are  available  from 
Miss  Malone’s  office  at  1109  Cooper 
Road,  Jackson,  Miss.,  372-5443  or 
373-8301. 


r 


Four  out  of  ten  adults 
attend  church  weekly 

PRINCETON,  NJ.  (EP)  —  Four  adults  in  every  10  attend  religious 
services  in  a  typical  week,  according  to  a  recent  poll.  Of  those  surveyed 
in  1985, 42  percent  indicated  that  they  had  attended  church  or  synagogue 
in  the  last  week. 

Churchgoing  reported  in  polls  has  varied  slightly  between  40  and  43 
percent  since  1969.  All-time  high  church  attendance  in  polls  was  reported 
in  1955  and  1958  at  49  percent;  all-time  low  attendance  was  recorded  in 
1940  at  37  percent. 

The  latest  survey  showed  that  Catholics  were  more  faithful  chur¬ 
chgoers  than  Protestants  (53  percent  to  42  percent),  and  that  church  at¬ 
tendance  increased  with  age  and  education  level  achieved.  Church  or 
synagogue  membership  is  claimed  by  roughly  71  percent  of  Americans. 


Stanley  asks  assistance 
in  selecting  committees 


Two  months’ 
gifts  exceed 

$3,000,000 

In  February,  Mississippi  Baptists 
gave  $1,327,939  to  world  missions 
through  their  Cooperative  Program, 
according  to  Earl  Kelly,  executive 
seeretary-treasurer  of  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Convention  Board  which 
channels  the  funds  to  their  proper 
destinations. 

The  convention  board  sends  36.per- 
cent  of  the  total  this  year  to  Southern 
Baptist  causes  outside  the  state  and 
uses  the  rest  for  Mississippi  Baptist 
causes  which  include  undergirding 
the  work  of  three  Baptist  colleges  and 
the  work  of  the  Baptist  Children’s 
Village. 

Total  income  for  the  first  two 
months  of  the  year  is  $3,272,253,  which 
is  a  12.6  percent  increase  over  gifts 
given  during  the  first  two  months  of 
1985. 

Pro  rata  budget  for  the  first  two 
months  of  1986  would  be  $3,091,666. 

,  This  means  that  Mississippi  Baptists 
are  running  ahead  of  budget  projec¬ 
tions  by  a  total  of  $188,511. 

Total  budget  for  1966  is  $18,550,000. 


A  group  of  Baptist  churches  in 
South  a nci Southwest  Jackson,  along 
with  several  businesses  and  in¬ 
dividuals,  are  sponsoring  a  fundraiser 
for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Children’s 
Village  and  an  evangelistic  crusade 
both  on  March  22. 

The  “Race  for  His  Kids,”  as  it  is  be¬ 
ing  billed,  is  designed  for  any  in¬ 
dividual  in  the  state  to  enlist  sponsors 
who  will  make  pledges  to  the  par¬ 
ticipants.  The  first  seven  and  a  half 
miles  will  be  walked  and  the  last  half 
mile  is  to  be  run  into  Sykes  Park  in 
South  Jackson. 

Registrants  are  to  bring  sponsor 
sheets  and  $1  registration  fees  to 
Woodville  Heights  Church  on  Cooper 
Road  at  11  a.m.,  March  22.  The 
walk/race  is  noon  to  6  p.m.  At  6,  Pete 
Carlson,  a  musician  from  Franklin, 
Ttenn.,  will  give  a  concert  at  the  park, 
and  from  6:30-8  p.m.  there  will  be  a 
free  pizza  dinner  for  all  participants, 


with  pizza  donated  by  Domino’s  Piz¬ 
za,  one  of  the  sponsors. 

At  8:15,  still  at  the  park,  there  will 
be  an  evening  crusade,  with  Don 
Wilton,  an  evangelist  who  is  a  mis¬ 
sionary  kid  from  South  Africa, 
preaching.  Wilton  is  completing  a  doc¬ 
torate  in  evangelism  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  Carlson  will  be 
guest  musician;  Mickey  Henderson, 
music  assistant  at  First  Church, 
Jackson,  will  lead  the  music;  and 
Raymond  Ball,  minister  of  music  at 
Woodville  Heights,  will  lead  the  choir. 

At  the  end  of  the  evening,  a  check 
will  be  presented  to  Paul  Nunnery, 
director  of  the  Baptist  Children’s 
Village,  representing  the  total  pledg¬ 
ed  during  the  day. 

On  the  walk/race  route,  there  will 
be  six  checkpoints  at  six  of  the  spon¬ 
soring  churches.  According  to  race 
director,  Cindy  Malone,  who  is 
minister  to  youth  and  singles  at  Wood 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  President  Charles  F. 
Stanley  has  asked  for  assistance  in 
selecting  nominees  for  four  1986  SBC 
appointive  committees. 

Stanley,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Atlanta,  made  his  request 
in  an  open  letter  to  "all  state  conven¬ 
tion  executives,  elected  persons  and 
all  others.” 

“The  very  important  task  of  presen¬ 
ting  the  1986  Committee  on  Commit¬ 
tees  nominees,  as  well  as  those  to 
serve  on  the  Resolution  Committee, 
Credentials  Committee  and  "teller 
Committee  is  underway,”  he  wrote. 
“We  would  count  it  a  blessed  favor  and 
a  great  service  to  our  Lord  if  you 
would  prayerfully  assist  us  in  this  ef¬ 
fort" 

As  convention  president,  Stanley  is 
charged  with  the  responsibility  of  ap¬ 
pointing  members  to  the  four  commit¬ 
tees  in  consultation  with  the  SBCs  two 
vice  presidents  —  W.  Winfred  Moore, 
first  vice  president,  of  Amarillo, 
texas;  and  Henry  Huff,  second  vice 
president,  of  Louisville,  Ky. 

“Many  hundreds  of  names  are  sub¬ 
mitted  each  year  from  various 
sources,  and  the  winnowing  process  is 


crucial  and  tedious,"  Stanley  said. 
“We  want  only  that  which  will  be 
God’s  will  to  his  glory.” 

He  asked  for  “names  of  pastors  and 
lay  people  from  your  state  convention 
that  you  feel  would  serve  true  to  God’s 
Word  and  their  assignment,”  adding, 
“these  persons  must  be  above 
reproach  in  their  moral  life  and  Chris¬ 
tian  demeanor." 

Information  needed  for  each  name 
submitted  includes  telephone  number 
and  address  of  both  the  person's  home 
and  church,  the  church’s  Cooperative 
Program  giving  percentage  and  the 
church’s  baptism  figures  and  resident 
membership.  Stanley  also  said  he 
needs  to  know  whether  or  not  the  pro¬ 
posed  persons  plan  to  attend  the  SBC 
annual  meeting  in  Atlanta  in  June  and 
each  individual’s  length  of  time  in  his 
or  her  church  and  state. 

The  information  should  be  sent  to 
Stanley  in  care  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  754  Peachtree  St.,  NE,  Atlan¬ 
ta,  GA  30365. 


We  lie  loudest  when  wt  lie  to 
ourselves. 

Mistakes  are  lessons  of  wisdom. 


New  evidence 
supports  story  of 
Queen  of  Sheba 

JERUSALEM,  Israel  (EP)  -  The 
visit  of  the  Queen  of  Sheba  to  Israel’s 
King  Solomon,  described  in  I  Kings 
Chapter  10,  has  often  been  dismissed 
as  historically  impossible  Although 
evidence  of  the  land  of  Sheba  exists, 
archaeologists  say  ruins  of  that 
culture  date  back  only  to  the  7th  cen¬ 
tury  B.C.,  three  centuries  after 
Solomon's  rule  in  Israel. 

But  new  archaeological  evidence 
has  indicated  that  Sheba  may  be  older 
than  previously  believed.  This  support 
for  the  biblical  account  of  the  Queen 
of  Sheba  comes  from  James  A.  Sauer, 
an  archaeologist  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  has  headed  a  pro¬ 
ject  in  the  area  of  ancient  Sheba  for 
the  past  five  years. 

Sauer’s  hypothesis  is  supported  by 
an  excavation  in  Wadi  al-Jubah,  a  dry 
valley  about  25  miles  south  of  the  re¬ 
mains  of  Sheba’s  capital  city  Marib. 
Archaeologists  have  discovered 
broken  pottery  near  timber  that  is 
from  the  13th  century  B.C.,  according 
to  carbon-dating.  Another  dig  has  pro¬ 
duced  pottery  and  evidence  of  a  cop¬ 
per  foundry  dating  to  the  7th  century 
B.C.,  and  researchers  still  have 
several  yards  to  go  before  reaching  to 
deepest  and  oldest  layers  of  their  site. 

Sauer  believes  that  further  excava¬ 
tions  will  show  that  Sheba  was  a  well- 
developed  trading  nation  during 
Solomon’s  reign,  and  could  have  sent 
its  queen  to  visit  a  neighboring 
monarch. 

A  young  author  asked  Stephen 
Leacock  what  tricks  of  the  trade  he 
employed  when  he  sat  down  to  write. 
“No  tricks,"  said  the  humorist.  ‘I  seat 
myself  at  a  desk,  wait  until  an  idea  oc¬ 
curs  and  then  jot  it  down.”  You  make 
writing  seem  so  simple.”  “Writing  is 
simple,”  replied  Leacock.  “It’s  the  oc- 
curing  that’s  difficult.” 


Controversial  bylaw 
changes  recommended 

By  Dan  Martin 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  - 
Messengers  to  the  1986  annual 
meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Covention  will  be  asked  to  make 
changes  in  a  controversial  bylaw 
when  they  meet  June  10-12  in  Georgia 
World  Congress  Center  in  Atlanta. 

Bylaw  16,  which  concerns  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  the  Committee  on  Boards, 
Commissions  and  Standing  Commit¬ 
tees,  and  its  interpretation  by  SBC 
President  Charles  F.  Stanley,  is  at  the 
center  of  a  continuing  controversy 
which  erupted  during  the  1985  annual 
meeting  in  Dallas. 

During  the  Dallas  meeting,  Stanley, 
on  advice  of  parliamentarian  Wayne 
Allen  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  ruled  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Commit¬ 
tees  nominating  the  52-members  of 
the  Committee  on  Boards  would  not 
be  amended  by  nominations  from  the 
floor.  The  ruling  set  off  near¬ 
pandemonium  at  the  convention  and 
has  resulted  in  the  filing  of  twin 
lawsuits  in  federal  and  state  courts  in 
Atlanta. 

During  its  February  meeting,  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee  adopted  a 
recommendation  from,  its  bylaws 
workgroup  which  would  change  the 
wording  of  the  bylaw  to  allow  nomina¬ 
tions  from  the  floor,  but  would  prevent 
the  nominations  of  an  alternate  slate 
of  candidates. 

Under  the  change,  the  Committee 
on  Boards  will  continue  to  be 
nominated  by  the  Committee  on  Com¬ 
mittees,  but  two  sentences  are  added : 
“Further  nominations  may  be  made 
from  the  floor.  No  messenger  shall  be 
allowed  to  nominate  more  than  one 
person  at  one  time  for  election  to  the 
Committee  on  Boards,  Commissions 
and  Standing  Committees.” 

During  the  discussion,  Bylaws 
Workgroup  Chairman  John  Sullivan 
of  Shreveport,  La.,  said  the  workgroup 
asked  convention  attorney  James  P. 


Guenther  “to  come  up  with  language 
to  bring  our  bylaw  into  conformity 
with  Robert’s  Rules  of  Order.  We  feel 
this  (the  proposal)  is  the  clearest 
language  we  could  find.” 

The  former  two-term  first  vice 
president  of  the  SBC  told  committee 
members  the  1986  Committee  on 
Order  of  Business  has  agreed  to 
schedule  discussion  of  revisions  to 
Bylaw  16  on  the  annual  meeting  pro¬ 
gram  in  advance  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Committees. 

The  workgroup  recommendation 
was  amended  by  member  Wallace  E. 
Jones  of  Bridgeton,  Mo.,  to  add  the 
words  "at  one  time”  to  the  second 
sentence,  making  it  read:  “No 
messenger  shall  be  allowed  to 
nominate  more  than  one  person  at  one 
time  for  election  to  the  Committee  on 
Boards  .  . .” 

Jones  explained  the  intent  of  the 
motion  was  to  allow  a  messenger  to 
make  a  nomination  “and  then  be  able 
to  go  to  the  back  of  the  line”  to  wait 
a  turn  to  make  another  nomination. 

Jones’  amendment  passed  28  to  24 
with  10  abstentions,  Wenger  said. 

After  the  discussion,  Drake  moved 
to  table  the  recommendation 
“because  of  the  close  division”  on  the 
two  amendments.  Although  it  was 
seconded,  the  motion  received  only 
one  vote. 

The  recommendation  passed  with 
only  two  negative  votes. 

Dan  Martin  is  BP  news  editor. 


Kind  words  do  not  cost  much.  They 
never  blister  the  tongue  or  lip6.  We 
never  heard  of  any  trouble  arising 
from  this  quarter.  Though  they  do  not 
C06t  much,  yet  they  accomplish  much. 
They  make  other  people  good- 
natured.  They  also  produce  their  own 
image  on  men’s  souls,  and  a  beautiful 
image  it  is.  —  Megiddo  Message 
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Men’s  Conference  will  feature 
series  of  ministry  groups 


The  Baptist  Men’s  Conference,  set  for  March  22,  at  Parkway  Church, 
Jackson,  will  feature  a  series  of  ministry  group  conferences  at  10  a.m. 
(after  coffee  and  donuts  at  9:30);  a  banquet  at  11:30  (tickets  are 
available  from  the  Brotherhood  Department,  Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss., 
39205,  968-3800  for  $6  per  person);  and  then  a  general  session  at  1  p.m., 
featuring  Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

The  ministry  group  conferences  are  explained  in  the  surrounding 
stories.  Participants  may  choose  any  conference  he  or  she  wishes  to 
participate  in. 


Church  renewal 
fellowship 

Pastors  and  church  members  are 
all  invited  to  the  Church  Renewal 
Fellowship  meeting.  Doyle 
Pennington,  a  former 
Mississippian,  now  with  the  Home 
Mission  Board,  will  begin  at  10 
a.m.  by  sharing  the  latest 
information  on  new  materials 
available  for  the  Church  Renewal 
Journey.  Following  this  15  minute 
conference,  he  will  lead  an  hour’s 
conference  for  people  who  want  to 
learn  more  about  the  Church 
Renewal  Journey. 

For  those  already  on  the  Church 
Renewal  Journey,  a  joint 
conference  will  be  heldjon  the  Lay 
Ministry  Weekend  and  the 
Stewardship  Weekend.  Danny 
Prater,  pastor,  First  Church. 
Inverness,  will  lead  the  Lay 
Ministry  Weekend  conference,  and 
Grant  Shipp,  layman  and  renewal 
coordinator.  Ocean  Springs,  will 
lead  the  Stewardship  Weekend 
conference. 

The  purpose  of  renewal  is  to 
awaken  and  equip  Christians  to 
express  their  faith  in  Christ  by 
penetrating  their  everyday  worlds 
with  the  message  and  ministry  of 
Christ.  It  calls  churches  to  deeper 
commitment  to  Christ,  as  Lord 
over  every  area  of  church  life. 
Renewal  helps  set  a  church 
strategy  for  accomplishing  this  by 
motivating  the  laity  to  do 
meaningful  ministry  within  the 
existing  church. 

Brotherhood 

overview 

The  objective  of  Brotherhood  is 
to  involve  men  and  boys  in 
missions.  Missions  is  such  a  vital 
expression  of  what  church  is  about 
in  the  world.  Certainly  it  is 
apparent  that  every  church  would 
want  to  know  the  process  by  which 
men  and  boys  may  be  involved  in  the 
mission  nature  of  the  church. 

The  Brotherhood  Overview 


Conference  at  Parkway  provides 
such  an  exposure.  Ed  Bullock, 
coordinator  of  the  National  Baptist 
Men’s  Fellowship  with  the 
Brotherhood  Commission  in 
Memphis,  will  be  leading.  Ed  has 
been  state  brotherhood  director  for 
North  Carolina  and  most  recently 
served  as  a  consultant  with  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  responsible 
for  volunteer  enlistment  for 
overseas  projects. 

The  target  group  for  this 
conference  will  be  directors  of 
missions,  area  Brotherhood 
coordinators,  associational 
Brotherhood  directors,  pastors, 
ministers  of  education,  and  lay 
persons  who  are  interested  in 
exploring  ways  to  initiate 
Brotherhood  work  in  the  church. 
Several  media  will  be  presented  for 
beginning  various  aspects  of 
Brotherhood  work  in  a  church. 

Women 

Ministering 

Susie  Jordan  of  Delta  Airlines 
will  be  guest  speaker  for  the 
Women  Ministering  meeting. 
Purpose  of  the  meeting  will  be  “to 
help  women  discover  additional 
ways  to  enhance  their  mission 
commitment  as  they  serve 
individually  or  with  a  mate  in 
performing  mission  activities, 
actions,  and  ministries.” 

Agri-missions 

Fellowship 

Stanley  Stamps,  missionary  to 
Honduras,  calls  lay  involvement 
“Hamburger  Helper."  The 
layman’s  work  greatly  expands  the 
work  and  ministry  of  the 
missionary  without  sacrificing 
quality. 

Agri-Missions  Fellowship  wel¬ 
comes  all  who  have  an  interest  in 
agriculture  and  a  desire  to  help 
hungry  people. 

Edd  Trott,  missionary  to  Brazil, 
will  be  guest  speaker. 


Volunteers  on 
Mission 


All  persons  interested  in  a  short¬ 
term  mission  project  (1-4  weeks) 
are  encouraged  to  attend  the 
Volunteers  on  Mission  conference. 

This  conference  will  deal  with 
the  opportunities  for  missions  work 
along  with  information  needed  to 
prepare  yourself  for  these 
activities.  Leading  the  Volunteers 
on  Mission  conference  will  be 
David  Bunch  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board  and  James  Cecil  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board. 

As  Southern  Baptists  enter  the 
“strengthening  missions”  segment 
of  the  Bold  Mission  Thrust 
challenge,  more  and  more  of  them 
are  making  personal  involvement  a 
part  of  their  lifestyle.  This  past 
year  in  Mississippi  more  reports  of 
ongoing  work  were  received  than 
ever  before. 

Over  140  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  churches  reported 
volunteer  projects.  There  were 
1,417  involved  in  home  missions  in 
24  states,  442  involved  in  foreign 
missions  in  seven  countries,  and 
335  in  local  Mississippi  projects. 
The  amount  of  money  invested  in 
these  projects  approached  half-a- 
million  dollars. 


Hams 


Members  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Hams  Fellowship  need  to 
attend  this  meeting  for  a  time  of 
fellowship,  election  of  officers,  and 
a  visual  presentation  of  work  with 
the  disaster  relief  unit  in 
Pascagoula  and  Mexico.  Goials  will 
be  set  for  the  plan  of  work  for  this 
next  year. 


Retirees  on 
Mission  _ 

David  Bunch  of  the  Home 
Mission  Board  and  James  Cecil  of 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  will  be 
guest  speakers  for  the  Retirees  on 
Mission  meeting.  Says  John 
Sproles  of  the  organization,  “The 
Lord  has  commissioned  us  to  be 
missionaries  for  him.  One  of  the 
ways  we  can  better  equip 
ourselves  to  do  his  work  is  by 
taking  advantage  of  every  training 
session.” 


Educators  on  Mission 


Some  of  the  state’s  educators 
have  organized  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Educators  Missionary 
Fellowship,  apparently  the  first 
such  fellowship  in  any  state. 

Guest  speaker  for  the  first  ever 
meeting  will  be  Jack  Glaze.  Glaze 
is  missions  professor  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  and  former 


president  of  the  International 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in 
Argentina.  Most  recently  he  was 
chairman  of  the  Department  of 
Religion  at  Mississippi  College. 

Any  professional  educator  or 
teacher  frolh  the  kindergarten  to 
university  level  is  invited  to 
become  a  part  of  this  organization. 


Mission  Service  Corps 


A  representative  of  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board,  James  Cecil,  and 
from  the  Home  Mission  Board, 
Eugene  Strahan,  will  provide 
information  and  inspiration  at  the 
Mission  Service  Corps  Conference 
at  Parkway  Church  in  Jackson  on 
Saturday,  March  22,  at  10:00  a.m. 
This  is  to  be  in  connection  with  the 
annual  Baptist  Men’s  Conference. 

Cecil  is  director  of  Laity  Abroad 
at  the  FMB. 

Eugene  Strahan  is  consultant  for 
the  Mission  Service  Corps  at  the 
HMB. 

The  number  of  volunteers  of 
missions  is  growing  every  year. 


More  would  volunteer  if  they  knew 
more  about  the  opportunities 
available  and  what  is  involved  in 
<t>eing  a  Mission  Service  Corps 
volunteer. 

The  Mission  Service  Corps 
Conference  will  answer  questions 
about  this  volunteer  mission  plan. 
Anyone  who  thinks  he  or  she  might 
be  interested  as  a  volunteer  or  in 
helping  support  a  volunteer  is 
urged  to  be 

in  the  Mission  Service  Corps  Con¬ 
ference. 

"*\  _ _  _ 

The  Corps  asks  a  six  month  to 
two  year  commitment  of  service. 


Race  relations  materials  are  available 


The  Christian  Action  Commission  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
made  available  a  number  of 
awareness  and  action  resources  to 
assist  the  local  church  or  association 
in  observing  Race  Relations  Sunday, 
which  was  Feb.  9.  They  may  also  be 
used  at  any  time  during  the  year. 

These  materials  are  undated  and 


BAPTIST  MEN'S  CONFERENCE 
Name 


Registration  and  Ticket  Order  Form 
Date 


Address 

Church 


City 


State 


Zip 


Enclosed  is  $ _  for  _____ 

MAIL  TO:  Brotherhood  Department, 


_  Association  ~ _ ' 

tickets  to  the  Banquet.  (Tickets  are  $6.00  per  person.) 

P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 


designed  to  be  used  in  small  groups 
such  as  Church  Training  .and  WMU, 
Brotherhood  mission  study  groups. 

A  32-page  catalogue  “Resources  for 
Solving  Problems  People  Face,”  is 
available  free  on  request. 

Race  Relations  Sunday-related 
materials  include  “The  Bible  Speaks 
on  Race,”  “Issues  and  Answers:  Race 
Relations,”  “Issues  and  Answers: 
Human  ‘  Rights,”  “Critical  Issues : 
Refugees,”  and  an  undated  race  rela¬ 
tions  bulletin  insert.  Three  audio 
cassettes  are  available  on  the  topics 
“A  Christian  Approach  to  Human 
Rights,”  “Race  Relations  in  America,” 
and  “The  Black  Experience.” 

All  materials  and  price  information 
may  be  secured  from  the  Christian 
Action  Commission,  Bax  530,  Jackson, 
Miss.  39205;  phone  (601)  968-3800. 


Rawiwan  Thumchai  Her  first  name 


means  “twilight. 


I  call  her  Thum 


chai.  When  she  lived  in  Jackson,  she  bride,  Pianpem  Khonkan,  wore  a  long  Given  a  scholarship  to  study  in  the 
met  my  family,  visited  my  church,  dress  of  gold  silk  and  lace,  gold  Philippines,  along  with  32  from  16 
toured  America  with  me.  At  her  in-  jewelry,  a  gold  comb  in  her  black  hair,  countries,  she  was  one  of  only  five  who 
vitation,  I  went  to  Bangkok,  not  only  The  groom,  Surachit  Ploiboot  (son  of  stayed  to  earn  an  M.A.  degree.  Later 
to  share  with  her  more  information  Sookee,  Thumchai’s  sister),  wore  a  she  got  a  doctor’s  degree  in  education 
about  my  religious  beliefs,  but  also  to  white  uniform  with  gold  trim.  at  the  University  of  N.  Colorado,  did 

meet  her  family  and  to  look  at  I  kept  thinking  that  a  monk  would  post-doctoral  work  at  Berkeley,  and 
customs  and  religious  practices  of  come  and  perform  a  ceremony,  but  no  received  a  master’s  degree  in  com- 
Thailand.  monk  was  present.  A  bowl  was  set  in  puter  science  at  Jackson  State  while 

“I  had  the  best  father  and  mother  front  of  the  couple,  containing  grains  teaching  mathematics  there.  Now  she 
in  the  world,”  she  told  me.  “They  were  or  seeds.  Guests  would  pick  up  the  is  on  the  faculty  of  the  School  of 
so  good  to  us,  and  they  worked  seeds  and  sprinkle  them  about  in  the  Education,  Srinakharinwirot  Univer- 
hard  ...”  Her  father,  the  late  Plak  bowl,  to  signify,  “I  wish  you  a  long  life  sity,  and  last  year  was  president  of  the 
Mekmok,  was  a  police  captain,  she  and  prosperity,”  and  also,  I  suppose,  professional  teaching  organization  of 
said,  whose  salary  was  not  large.  Her  “I  wish  you  many  children.”  Thailand.  Who’s  Who  in  Universities 

mother,  Komkum,  grew  chickens  and  The  groom  presented  to  the  bride’s  and  Colleges  has  chosen  her  to  repre- 
3  garden.  On  Saturday,  my  friend  pro-  family  a  gift  of  money  and  jewelry,  sent  Thailand  in  a  meeting  in  New 
mised,  when  we  went  to  her  nephew’s  The  bride’s  father  counted  the  money,  Orleans  later  this  year.  I  felt  it  an 
wedding,  I  would  meet  her  mother  and  closely  examined  the  jewelry,  honor  to  be  her  friend  and  her  guest 

_ 1 _ _ • _ I _ 1.1 _ _ 1  _ i_  _  1  1  4  I  •  .  •  m 


The  bride,  Pianpem  Khonkan.  and  groom,  Surachit  Ploiboot,  (kneeling  beside  the 
pillow),  during  a  Buddhist  wedding  ceremony  in  Thailand,  receive  a  gift  from  the 
groom’s  grandmother.  Komkum  Mekmok 


In  the  evening  the  bride  and  groom  are  seated  on  a  platform  Both  wear  white. 
White  cords  are  tied  about  their  heads,  and  a  connecting  cord  ties  the  two  together 
Rawiwan  Thumchai,  right,  and  her  mother  present  a  gift  and  their  best  wishes. 


Anne  McWilliams,  assistant  editor,  the  Baptist  Record,  and  Rosama  Thumchai. 
daughter  of  Rawiwan  Thumchai,  pose  with  a  little  white  dog.  Boo-fi;  the  two  maids, 
Oy  and  Sorhbat:  and  a  crying  puppy,  in  front  of  the  Thumchais'  house  in  Bangkok 


Her  words  came  back  to  help  her 

BEIRUT,  Lebanon  —  A  staff  member  of  the  Baptist  Center  for  Mass  Com¬ 
munication  in  Beirut  was  scanning  the  dial  of  her  transistor  radio  for  news 
during  one  evening  of  intense  fighting  Over  a  Cyprus  radio  station,  she  heard 
a  broadcast  that  had  been  produced  at  the  center  —  with  her  as  the  speaker. 
“A  quite  peace  flooded  my  soul  and  tears  of  release  fell  to  the  floor,”  she  re¬ 
counted.  “The  Lord  was  using  my  own  words  to  minister  to  my  own  spirit” 
Notes  Pete  Dunn,  executive  director  of  the  center,  “. . .  lest  we  forget,  in  our 


Suchib  Tripitak  kneels  to  set  an  offer¬ 
ing  of  food  at  the  gate  of  his  home  for  a 
Buddhist  monk  who  stops  by  each  morn¬ 
ing  to  receive  the  food  for  himself  and  the 
poor. 


I 
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Men’s  Conference  will  feature 
series  of  ministry  groups 


*  •• 

The  Baptist  Men’s  Conference,  set  for  March  22,  at  Parkway  Church, 
Jackson,  will  feature  a  series  of  ministry  group  conferences  at  10  a.m. 
(after  coffee  and  donuts  at  9:30);  a  banquet  at  11:30  (tickets  are 
available  from  the  Brotherhood  Department,  Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss., 
39205,  968-3800  for  $6  per  person) ;  and  then  a  general  session  at  1  p.m., 
featuring  Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

The  ministry  group  conferences  are  explained  in  the  surrounding 
stories.  Participants  may  choose  any  conference  he  or  she  wishes  to 
participate  in. 


Church  renewal 
fellowship 

Pastors  and  church  members  are 
all  invited  to  the  Church  Renewal 
Fellowship  meeting.  Doyle 
Pennington,  a  former 
Mississippian,  now  with  the  Home 
Mission  Board,  will  begin  at  10 
a.m.  by  sharing  the  latest 
information  on  new  materials 
available  for  the  Church  Renewal 
Journey.  Following  this  15  minute 
conference,  he  will  lead  an  hour’s 
conference  for  people  who  want  to 
learn  more  about  the  Church 
Renewal  Journey. 

For  those  already  on  the  Church 
Renewal  Journey,  a  joint 
conference  will  be  held  on  the  Lay 
Ministry  Weekend  and  the 
Stewardship  Weekend.  Danny 
Prater,  pastor.  First  Church. 
Inverness,  will  lead  the  Lay 
Ministry  Weekend  conference,  and 
Grant  Shipp,  layman  and  renewal 
coordinator,  Ocean  Springs,  will 
lead  the  Stewardship  Weekend 
conference. 

The  purpose  of  renewal  is  to 
awaken  and  equip  Christians  to 
express  their  faith  in  Christ  by 
penetrating  their  everyday  worlds 
with  the  message  and  ministry  of 
Christ.  It  calls  churches  to  deeper 
commitment  to  Christ,  as  Lord 
over  every  area  of  church  life. 
Renewal  helps  set  a  church 
strategy  for  accomplishing  this  by 
motivating  the  laity  to  do 
meaningful  ministry  within  the 
existing  thurch. 

Brotherhood 


Conference  at  Parkway  provides 
such  an  exposure.  Ed  Bullock, 
coordinator  of  the  National  Baptist 
Men’s  Fellowship  with  the 
Brotherhood  Commission  in 
Memphis,  will  be  leading.  Ed  has 
been  state  brotherhood  director  for 
North  Carolina  and  most  recently 
served  as  a  consultant  with  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  responsible 
for  volunteer  enlistment  for 
overseas  projects. 

The  target  group  for  this 
conference  will  be  directors  of 
missions,  area  Brotherhood 
coordinators,  associational 
Brotherhood  directors,  pastors, 
ministers  of  education,  and  lay 
persons  who  are  interested  in 
exploring  ways  to  initiate 
Brotherhood  work  in  the  church. 
Several  media  will  be  presented  for 
beginning  various  aspects  of 
Brotherhood  work  in  a  church. 

Women 

Ministering 

Susie  Jordan  of  Delta  Airlines 
will  be  guest  speaker  for  the 
Women  Ministering  meeting. 
Purpose  of  the  meeting  will  be  “to 
help  women  discover  additional 
ways  to  enhance  their  mission 
commitment  as  they  serve 
individually  or  with  a  mate  in 
performing  mission  activities, 
actions,  and  ministries. ” 

Agri-missions 

Fellowship 


Volunteers  on 
mission  ~J_ 

All  persons  interested  in  a  short¬ 
term  mission  project  (1-4  weeks) 
are  encouraged  to  attend  the 
Volunteers  on  Mission  conference. 

This  conference  will  deal  with 
the  opportunities  for  missions  work 
along  with  information  needed  to 
prepare  yourself  for  these 
activities.  Leading  the  Volunteers 
on  Mission  conference  will  be 
David  Bunch  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board  and  James  Cecil  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board. 

As  Southern  Baptists  enter  the 
“strengthening  missions”  segment 
of  the  Bold  Mission  Thrust 
challenge,  more  and  more  of  them 
are  making  personal  involvement  a 
part  of  their  lifestyle.  This  past 
year  in  Mississippi  more  reports  of 
ongoing  work  were  received  than 
ever  before. 

Over  140  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  churches  reported 
volunteer  projects.  There  were 
1,417  involved  in  home  missions  in 
24  states,  442  involved  in  foreign 
missions  in  seven  countries,  and 
335  in  local  Mississippi  projects. 

The  amount  of  money  invested  in 
these  projects  approached  half-a- 
million  dollars. 


Hams 

Members  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Hams  Fellowship  need  to 
attend  this  meeting  for  a  time  of 
fellowship,  election  of  officers,  and 
a  visual  presentation  of  work  with 
the  disaster  relief  unit  in 
Pascagoula  and  Mexico.  Goals  will 
be  set  for  the  plan  of  work  for  this 
next  year. 


Retirees  on 
Mission 


ik 

Educators  on  Mission 


Some  of  the  state’s  educators 
have  organized  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Educators  Missionary 
Fellowship,  apparently  the  first 
such  fellowship  in  iny  state. 

Guest  speaker  for  the  first  ever 
meeting  will  be  Jack  Glaze.  Glaze 
is  missions  professor  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  and  former 


president  of  the  International 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in 
Argentina.  Most  recently  he  was 
chairman  of  the  Department  of 
Religion  at  Mississippi  College. 

Any  professional  educator  or 
teacher  from  the  kindergarten  to 
university  level  is  invited  to 
become  a  part  of  this  organization. 


Mission  Service  Corps 


A  representative  of  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board,  James  Cecil,  and 
from  the  Home  Mission  Board, 
Eugene  Strahan,  will  provide 
information  and  inspiration  at  the 
Mission  Service  Corps  Conference 
at  Parkway  Church  in  Jackson  on 
Saturday,  March  22,  at  10:00  a.m. 
This  is  to  be  in  connection  with  the 
annual  Baptist  Men’s  Conference. 

Cecil  is  director  of  Laity  Abroad 
at  the  FMB. 

Eugene  Strahan  is  consultant  for 
the  Mission  Service  Corps  at  the 
HMB. 

The  number  of  volunteers  of 
missions  is  growing  every  year. 


More  would  volunteer  if  they  knew 
more  about  the  opportunities 
available  and  what  is  involved  in 
4>eing  a  Mission  Service  Corps 
volunteer. 

The  Mission  Service  Corps 
Conference  will  answer  questions 
about  this  volunteer  mission  plan. 
Anyone  who  thinks  he  or  she  might 
be  interested  as  a  volunteer  or  in 
helping  support  a  volunteer  is 
urged  to  be 

in  the  Mission  Service  Corps  Con¬ 
ference. 

The  Corps  asks  a  six  month  to 
two  year  commitment  of  service. 


Race  relations  materials  are  available 


overview 

The  objective  of  Brotherhood  is 
to  involve  men  and  boys  in 
missions.  Missions  is  such  a  vital 
expression  of  what  church  is  about 
in  the  world.  Certainly  it  is 
apparent  that  every  church  would 
want  to  know  the  process  by  which 
men  and  boys  may  be  involved  in  the 
mission  nature  of  the  church. 

The  Brotherhood  Overview 


Stanley  Stamps,  /tfftsionary  to 
Honduras,  calls  lay  involvement 
“Hamburger  Helper.”  The 
layman’s  work  greatly  expands  the 
work  and  ministry  of  the 
missionary  without  sacrificing 
quality. 

Agri-Missions  Fellowship  wel¬ 
comes  all  who  have  an  interest  in 
agriculture  and  a  desire  to  help 
hungry  people. 

Edd  Trott,  missionary  to  Brazil, 
will  be  guest  speaker. 


David  Bunch  of  the  Home 
Mission  Board  and  James  Cecil  of 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  will  be 
guest  speakers  for  the  Retirees  on 
Mission  meeting.  Says  'John 
Sproles  of  the  organization,  “The 
Lord  has  commissioned  us  to  be 
missionaries  for  him.  One  of  the 
ways  we  can  better  equip 
ourselves  to  do  his  work  is  by 
taking  advantage  of  every  training 
session.” 


The  Christian  Action  Commission  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
made  available  a  number  of 
awareness  and  action  resources  to 
assist  the  local  church  or  associatioil 
in  observing  Race  Relations  Sunday, 
which  was  Feb.  9.  They  may  also  be 
used  at  any  time  during  the  year. 

These  materials  are  undated  and 


designed  to  be  used  in  small  groups 
such  as  Church  Training  and  WMU, 
Brotherhood  mission  study  groups. 

A  32-page  catalogue  “Resources  for 
Solving  Problems  People  Face,”  is 
available  free  on  request. 

Race  Relations  Sunday-related 
materials  include  "The  Bible  Speaks 
on  Race,”  “Issues  and  Answers:  Race 
Relations,”  “Issues  and  Answers: 
Human  Rights,”  “Critical  Issues: 
Refugees,”  and  an  undated  race  rela¬ 
tions  bulletin  insert.  Three  audio 
cassettes  are  available  on  the  topics 
“A  Christian  Approach  to  Human 
Rights,”  “Race  Relations  in  America,” 
and  “TheBlack  Experience.” 

All  materials  and  price  information 
may  be  secured  from  the  Christian 
Action  Commission,  Bax  530,  Jackson, 
Miss.  39205;  phone  (601)  968-3800. 
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means  “twilight.”  I  call  her  Thum-  decorated  with  a  peacock  design.  The  university.) 

chai.  When  she  lived  in  Jackson,  she  bride,  Pianpem  Khonkan,  wore  a  long  Given  a  scholarship  to  study  in  the 
met  my  family,  visited  my  church,  dress  of  gold  silk  and  lace,  gold  Philippines,  along  with  32  from  16 
toured  America  with  me.  At  her  in-  jewelry,  a  gold  comb  in  her  black  hair,  countries,  she  was  one  of  only  five  who 
vitation,  I  went  to  Bangkok,  not  only  The  groom,  Surachit  Ploiboot  (son  of  stayed  to  earn  an  M.A.  degree.  Later 
to  share  with  her  more  information  Sookee,  Thumchai’s  sister),  wore  a  she  got  a  doctor’s  degree  in  education 
about  my  religious  beliefs,  but  also  to  white  uniform  with  gold  trim.  at  the  University  of  N.  Colorado,  did 

meet  her  family  and  to  look  at  I  kept  thinking  that  a  monk  would  post-doctoral  work  at  Berkeley,  and 
customs  and  religious  practices  of  come  and  perform  a  ceremony,  but  no  received  a  master’s  degree  in  com5 
Thailand.  monk  was  present.  A  bowl  was  set  in  puter  science  at  Jackson  State  while 

“I  had  the  best  father  and  mother  front  of  the  couple,  containing  grains  teaching  mathematics  there.  Now  she 


in  the  world,”  she  told  me.  “They  were 
so  good  to  us,  and  they  worked 
hard  ...”  Her  father,  the  late  Plak 
Mekmok,  was  a  police  captain,  she 
said,  whose  salary  was  not  large.  Her 
mother,  Komkum,  grew  chickens  and 
a  garden.  On  Saturday,  my  friend  pro¬ 
mised,  when  we  went  to  her  nephew’s 
wedding,  I  would  meet  her  mother 
and  some  of  her  nine  brothers  and 
sisters. 

Early  Saturday  the  maids,  Qy  and 
Sombat,  brought  hot  water  for  my  cof¬ 
fee,  and  a  fruit  called  lamood.  They 
had  washed  and  ironed  my  clothes, 
but  I  decided  to  wear  the  aqua 
crocheted  dreSs  I  had  bought  at  the 
Floating  Market.  For  these  maids’ 
service,  Thumchai  pays  their  parents 
1,600  bahts  a  month  (27  bahts  equals 
$1)  and  gives  the  girls  room  and 
board. 

Rosama,  24,  Thumchai’s  daughter, 
left  in  her  yellow  Volkswagen.  In 
veterinary  training,  she  had  to  go  that 
day  to  operate  on  a  water  buffalo.  Her 
sister,  Dorasa,  studying  pharmacy  in 
a  university  in  the  south,  called  and 
said  she  could  not  go  with  us  either. 

Thumchai  drove  Joan  and  me 
across  the  city  to  her  mother’s  house, 
where  we  bought  fried  coconut  patties 
wrapped  in  banana  leaves  from  a 
woman  cooking  alongside  the  street. 
With  these,  we  drank  hot  tea,  reddish 
in  color,  mixed  with  coconut  juice  and 
tasting  like  hot  chocolate. 

Soon  Somboon  arrived  in  an  air- 
conditioned  van  to  transport  us  to  the 
wedding  which  would  be  in  the  coun¬ 
try  to  the  west  of  Bangkok.  He  is  the 
brother  who  is  chairman  of  the 
Department  of  Community  Develop¬ 
ment,  Ministry  of  the  Interior.  With  us 
in  the  van  would  be  a  sister,  Vanida, 
and  her  daughters,  Titi,  12,  and  Tutu, 
8.  Also  there  would  be  another  sister, 
Quanta,  and  her  family.  Already  I 
knew  Quanta  and  Suchib  Tripitak,  and 
could  hardly  wait  to  see  them,  for  they 
are  graduates  of  Jackson  State  and 
were  married  in  Calvary  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson,  by  the  pastor,  Joe 
Tuten.  Their  son,  Tbng  Rath  ( Rod ) ,  5, 
was  born  in  Jackson.  Quanta  had 
written  me  that  she  works  for  Unocal 
Oil  Company  in  Bangkok. 

~  The  bride’s  house  was  a  large  one, 
painted  dark  barn  red,  built  on  stilts, 
and  partly  surrounded  by  a  sugar 
cane  patch.  Down  the  road  a  little  way, 
the  groom’s  family  formed  a  proces¬ 
sion,  bearing  gifts  of  food  to  the  bride’s 
house  Two  men  at  thdbead  of  the  line 
held  tall  stalks  of  cane.  “You  are  see¬ 
ing  an  old-style  Buddhist  country 
wedding,”  Quanta  told  me. 

Leaving  our  shoes  on  the  steps,  we 
went  inside  the  house  and  sat  on  straw 
mats,  as  did  all  the  guests.  The  mat 


or  seeds.  Guests  would  pick  up  the 
seeds  and  sprinkle  them  about  in  the 
bowl,  to  signify,  “I  wish  you  a  long  life 
and  prosperity,”  and  also,  I  suppose, 
“I  wish  you  many  children.” 

The  groom  presented  to  the  bride’s 
family  a  gift  of  money  and  jewelry. 
The  bride’s  father  counted  the  money, 
and  closely  examined  the  jewelry. 
Guests  who  wanted  to  bring  gifts  of 
money  to  the  couple  then  did  so,  plac¬ 
ing  it  in  a  bowl  set  before  them  on  a 
pink  pillow.  In  return,  the  couple  gave 
gifts  to  the  guests.  Mine  was  a  plush 
bath  towel. 

Afterward,  we  and  many  others  ate 
lunch  under  striped  awnings  set  up  in 
the  yard  of  the  bride’s  house.  During 
the  afternoon  we  drove  to  the  Bridge 
on  the  River  Kwai,  of  novel  and  movie 
fame.  There  we  heard  that  plans  were 
being  made  for  a  December  40-year 
reunion  of  families  of  men  who  died 
in  World  War  II,  building  that  bridge. 

At  Ratchaburi,  we  visited  the  home 
of  Sompat,  Thumchai’s  brother  who 
is  a  doctor  and  who  owns  a  clinic  in 
that  town.  Thumchai’s  early  ambition, 
was  to  be  a  doctor,  she  said,  but  in¬ 
stead  she  worked  to  help  this  brother 
become  a  doctor.  Also  she  assisted 
most  of  her  other  brothers  and  sisters 
with  their  education.  All  have  univer¬ 
sity  degrees  and  several  studied  in  the 
U.S.  One  is  an  engineer  in  Saudi 
Arabia;  one  is  manager  of  a  bank; 
two  or  three  are  teachers.  At  the  doc¬ 
tor’s  house,  we  changed  to  more 
dressy  outfits  for  the  evening  wedding 
festivities.  I  had  bought  a  long  pink 
and  gold  Thai  silk  skirt  to  wear. 

Back  at  the  bride’s  house,  she  and 
the  groom  were  seated  on  an  outdoor 
platform.  Musicians  were  playing. 
The  governor  of  the  state  was  a  guest 
at  the  feast  which  began  shortly,  and 
Thumchai  seated  Joan  and  me  at  his 
table.  The  governor  and  others  made 
speeches  and  delivered  good  wishes 
to  the  couple.  Pianpem  wore  a  long 
white  dress  that  night,  and  she  and 
Surachit  had  white  cords  tied  about 
their  heads,  and  a  connecting -cord  ty¬ 
ing  the  two  together.  Buddhists,  I  have 
read,  consider  the  head  the  most 
sacred  part  of  the  body.  The  sym¬ 
bolism  of  the  cords  is  that  of  tying  the 
spirits  of  the  two  heads  together.  It’s 
a  bit  more  complicated  than  that,  but 
that  is  the  general  idea.  We  ate  for 
hours,  while  the  bride  and  groom,  who 
must  have  been  weary,  walked  about 
greeting  gue&ts.  Our  arrival  back  in 
Bangkok  was  late,  late. 

Though  Thumchai  became  a 
teacher  rather  tharta  doctor,  she  did 
not  neglect  her  own  education.  She 
earned  B.A.  degrees  in  education  and 
the  arts  from  Chulalongkorn  Univer¬ 
sity.  (She  met  and  married  Martri 


is  on  the  faculty  of  the  School  of 
Education,  Srinakharinwirot  Univer¬ 
sity,  and  last  year  was  president  of  the 
professional  teaching  organization  of 
Thailand.  Who’s  Who  in  Universities 
and  Colleges  has  chosen  her  to  repre¬ 
sent  Thailand  in  a  meeting  in  New 
Orleans  later  this  year.  I  felt  it  an 
honor  to  be  her  friend  and  her  guest. 


(Next  week:  Baptist  missions  in 
Bangkok.) 


Suchib  Tripitak  kneels  to  set  an  offer¬ 
ing  of  food  at  the  gate  of  his  home  for  a 
Buddhist  monk  who  stops  by  each  morn¬ 
ing  to  receive  the  food  for  himself  and  the 
poor. 


In  the  evening  the  bode  and  groom  are  seated  on  a  platform  Both  wear  white. 
White  cords  are  tied  about  their  heads,  and  a  connecting  cord  ties  the  two  together 
Rawiwan  Thumchai,  right,  and  her  mother  present  a  gift  and  their  best  wishes 


Anne  McWilliams,  assistant  editor,  the  Baptist  Record,  and  Rosama  Thumchai. 
daughter  of  Rawiwan  Thumchai,  pose  with  a  little  white  dog.  Boo-fi;  the  two  maids. 
Oy  and  Sombat:  and  a  crying  puppy,  in  front  of  the  Thumchais'  house  in  Bangkok 


Her  words  came  back  to  help  her 

BEIRUT,  Lebanon  —  A  staff  member  of  the  Baptist  Center  for  Mass  Com¬ 
munication  in  Beirut  was  scanning  the  dial  of  her  transistor  radio  for  news 
during  one  evening  of  intense  fighting  Over  a  Cyprus  radio  station,  she  heard 
a  broadcast  that  had  been  produced  at  the  center  —  with  her  as  the  speaker. 
“A  quite  peace  flooded  my  soul  and  tears  of  release  fell  to  the  flow;”  she  re¬ 
counted.  “The  Lord  was  using  my  own  words  to  minister  to  my  own  spirit" 
Notes  Pete  Dunn,  executive  director  of  the  center,  . .  lest  we  forget,  in  our 
ministering,  we  are  being  ministered  ta” 
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Court  upholds  regulatic 
of  adult  movie  theaters 


Executive  Committee  approves 
1986-87  SBC  budget  allocations 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  The  U  S.  William  H.  Rehnquist,  endorsed  a 
Supreme  Court  has  upheld  the  right  1981  ordinance  of  the  city  of  Renton, 
of  cities  to  impose  zoning  restrictions  Wash. ,  a  Seattle  suburb,  stating  adult 
on  adult  theaters,  provided  such  theaters  may  not  be  located  within 
establishments  are  not  banned  1,000  feet  of  any  residential  zone, 
altogether.  single  —  or  multiple  —  family  dwell-' 

In  a  7-2  decision  announced  Feb.  25,  ing,  church,  park  or  school.  Such 
the  high  court  held  the  municipalities  “content  neutral’ f  regulations,  Rehn- 
do  not  do  violence  to  the  First  Amend-  quist  wrote,  “are  acceptable  so  long 
ment’s  free  speech  clause  by  impos-  as  they  are  designed  to  serve  a 
ing  “a  form  of  time,  place  and  man-  substantial  governmental  interest 
ner  regulation”  on  adult  theaters  but  and  do  not  unreasonably  limit  alter- 
stop  short  of  outlawing  them.  native  avenues  of  communication.” 

The  decision,  written  bv  Justice 


(Continued  from  page  3)  Mission  Board’s  share  grew  from  19.64  $435,700  (4.01  percent) ;  and  Planned 
ministries.  to  19.71.  Growth  in  Giving  promotion,  $200,000 

—  “The  Southern  Baptist  Conven-  Other  allocations  from  the  first  (new  item), 
tion  to  seek  by  A.D.  2000  or  sooner  to  phase  basic  operating  budget  and  The  $5.9  million  capital  needs 
allocate  75.  percent  of  the  SBC  their  percent  of  increase  include  SBC  budget  calls  for  disbursements  to 
Cooperative  Program  allocation  operating  budget  —  the  Executive  Golden  Gate,  New  Orleans, 
budget  to  home  and  foreign  mission  Committee,  $1,778,400  (  4  percent  in-  Southeastern,  and  Southern 
ministries.”  crease);  Annuity  Board,  $999,200  (  4  seminaries  for  capital  improvements 

The  1986-87  Cooperative  Program  percent);  Southwestern  Seminary,  to  their  campuses  and  for  funds  to  be 
allocation  budget  proposal  “repre-  $7,533,242  (  6.58  percent);  Southern  channeled  to  the  seven  occupants  of 
sents  a  first  effort  toward  achieving  Seminary,  $5,597,924  (  5.75  percent) ;  the  new  SBC  Building  in  Nashville  — 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  part  New  Orleans  Seminary,'  $4,230,657  Seminary  External  Education  Divi- 
of  the  strategy,"  Duke  said.  He  noted  (4.59  percent);.  Southeastern  sion,  Southern  Baptist  Foundation, 
the  combined  allocation  for  the  SBC  Seminary,  $3,966,352  (  2.84  percent);,.  Christian  Life  Commission,  Educa- 
Foreign  and  Home  Mission  Boards  is  Golden  Gate  Seminary,  $2,479,411  (3.44  tion  Commission,  Historical  Commis- 
69.88  percent  of  the  basic  budget,  up  percent);  Midwestern  Seminary,  sion.  Stewardship  Commission,  and 
from  69.64  in  1985-86.  $2,136,814  (  4.33  percent);  Executive  Committee. 

Against  an  overall  increase  of  five  Also  Southern  Baptist  Foundation,  The  second  phase  of  the  basic 
percent  for  the  first  phase  of  the  $275,500  (  4.75  percent  increase);  operating  budget  is  designed  to 
operating  budget,  the  two  missions  American  Baptist  Seminary  Commis-  distribute  almost  $3.5  million  to  the 
troards  both  were  allocated  5.36  per-  sion,  $244,500  (2.52  percent);  recipients  of  the  first  phase,  in  the 

cent  gains.  In  that  phase,  the  Foreign  Brotherhood  Commission,  $924,000  (  4  same  proportion  in  which  they  receiv- 
Mission  Board’s  allocation  was  rais  percent) ;  Christian  Life  Commission,  ed  first  phase  disbursements, 
ed  from  $60,300,000  to  $63,532,700.  The  $772,800  (4  percent) ;  Education  Com  Marv  Knox  is  BP  feature  editor. 

Home  Mission  Board’s  portion  went  mission,  $461,300  (  3.99  percent); 
from  $23,690,500  to  $24,960,600.  Historical  Commission,  $432,000  (4.85  . 

As  a  percent  of  the  first  phase  basic  percent ) ;  Radio-Television  Commis 
operating  budget,  the  Foreign  Mission  sion,  $5,237,600  (3.96  percent);  The  same  God  who  gave  us  life  gave 
Board’s  allocation  climbed  from  50  Stewardship  Commission,  $431,300  (  4  us  liberty.  Why  not  make  the  most  of 
percent  to 50.17  percent,  and  the  Home  percent) ;  Public  Affairs  Committee,  both  of  them? 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 


•  Complete  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishings  for  Classroom,  Library,  Sunday 
School.  Auditorium,  Cafeteria  and  every 

School  and  Church  use.  _ 

everything  for  HTIffllTin 

THE  SCHOOL 

AND  CHURCH  MiTgtEPlWJIHrlMl'l 


EVANGELISM  CONFERENCE 

VOn  Winkle  Baptist  Church 

4240  Carter  Circle,  Jackson 

MARCH  9-11,  1986 

Sunday  -  6:30  p.m. 

Monday  and  Tuesday  —  10  a.m.,  1:30  p.m.,  6:30  p.m 

Speakers 


Wear  red  in  March:  protest 


( Continued  from  page  3  >  he  doesn’t,  he  will  be  back  to  the  place  rights  and  responsibilities  as  parents, 

would  permit  that  on  a  week  night.”  where  he  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  Ask  questions  and  be  suspicious  if  you 
But  actually  he  became  less  and  less  treatment  program.  are  the  least  uneasy  about  the 

involved  in  church-related  activities.  “It  only  takes  four  months  for  a  answers.  Do  not  be  intimidated  by 
His  taste  in  music,  his  mother  teenager  to  become  chemically  your  child.  We  are  taken  in  by  the 
remembers,  went  “from  rock  to  hard  dependent,  where  it  would  take  an  ‘Everyone  else  is  doing  it’  symdrome, 
rock.  His  friends  did  not  change  adult  ten  years.”  even  when  we  don’t  want  to  be. 

radically  —  the  same  ones  he  had  At  least  90  percent  of  suicides,  she  “You  made  them  go  to  school  and  to 
been  seeing  for  several  months,  plus  stressed,  of  young  people,  ages  16-25,  the  dentist.  If  you  learn  they  are  on 
a  few  new  ones.„He  still  did  family  are  drug-related  —  overdoses,  car  drugs,  drug  abuse  is  a  curable 
things.”  accidents  ....  disease  Help  your  child.” 

Then  one  Friday  night  he  came  She  has  some  strong  advice  for  Anyone  desiring  further  informa- 
home  drunk.  The  following  week,  she  parents:  “Get  education  about  drug  tion  regarding  drug  abuse  among 
opened  a  letter  written  to  him,  think-  usage,  what  is  being  used,  what  are  teenagers,  or  concerning  the  case 
ing  she  might  find  out  who  illegally  the  symptoms,  know  exactly  where  cited  here,  may  contact  the  office  of 
sold  him  liquor.  But  she  learned  a  lot  your  children  are,  who  they  are  with,  the  Parkway  Bapjtist  Church  in 
more,  about  his  involvement  with  both  what  they  are  doing.  Exercise  your  Jackson, 
marijuana  and  alcohol. 

Though  absolutely  stunned  with  her 
find,  she  did  not  reveal  the  knowledge 
to  her  son.  She  and  her  husband 
prayed  and  cried  and  planned  and 
talked,  she  says,  for  the  next  six 
weeks,  without  their  son’s  knowing. 

Then  they  drove  him  to  Atlanta,  to  ad¬ 
mit  him  to  a  non-profit  drug  treat¬ 
ment  program  for  ages  12-25.  They  (Continued  from  page  3)  replaced  Joe  Ford,  who  resigned  last 

told  him,  on  pretext,  they  were  going  licensed,  he  explained.  year  to  become  co-pastor  of  North 

for  an  employment  interview  and  Evangelism  committee  members  Phoenix  Baptist  Church  in  Phoenix, 

needed  him  along  for  a  family  reported  that  all  state  Baptists  con-  Ariz. 

evaluation.  ventions  and  fellowships,  about  90  per-  Charles  J.  Williamson  Jr.  was  pro- 

“We  all  had  to  face  the  fact  that  cent  of  Southern  Baptist1  district  moted  from  system  analyst  Uf direc- 
drug  usage  is  a  family  problem  and  associations  and  nearly  70  percent  of  tor  of  data  processing  services,  a  new 
that  we  as  a  family  had  to  deal  with  SBC  churches  are  scheduled  to  par-  position.  Timothy  Dale  Hill  of 
it.”  ticipate  in  the  Good  News  revivals  set  Baldwyn,  Miss.,  was  elected  assistant 

Recently,  when  the  son  was  ready  to  kick-off  next  month.  HMB  director  of  the  board’s  ethnic  church 
to  return  to  Jackson,  his  mother  said,  evangelism  leaders  also  anticipate  10  growth  department. 

“For  me,  it’s  like  being  pregnant  million  Scripture  portions  will  be  In  other  personel  matters,  the  ex 
again,  his  coming  home.  It  will  be  like  distributed  by  the  end  of  the  six-week  ecutive  committee  appointed  one  mis 
a  new  birth,  a  starting  all  over  again,  emphasis.  sionary,  two  missionary  associates, 

"Because  he  made  a  wrong  decision  In  staff  appointments,  board  and  a  church  planter  apprentice  The 
does  not  mean  we’ve  got  a  bad  child,  members  elected  Fred  White  committee  also  approved  financial 
But  because  of  his  bad  decision,  he  associate  vice  president  of  the  assistance  for  one  student  mission 
will  be  chemically  dependent  the  rest  evangelism  section.  White,  who  was  pastor,  one  state  administrator,  one 
of  his  life  He  will  always  have  to  say  promoted  from  director  of  the  language  pastor,  and  10  mission 
‘No’  to  drugs  and  alcohol,  because  if  evangelism  development  division,  pastors. 


Ron  Herrod  Bailey  Smith  Fred  Wolfe 

FBC,  Kenner.  LA  Da*  City.  OR  Cottage  Hill 

MobMa.  AL 

James  Merritt,  FBC,  Snetlville,  GA;  Guy  Henderson,  Director  of 
Evangelism,  MBCB,  Jackson;  Gerald  Harris,  Colonial  Heights, 
Jackson;  Davis  Odom,  Crossgates,  Brandon;  Jerry  Mixon,  FBC, 
Winona;  Frank  Gunn,  FBC,  Biloxi;  Earl  Kelly,  Executive  Secretary, 
MBCB,  Jackson.  -  ~~ 

Classes  will  be  taught  in  evangelism  each  morning. 


Home  Board  appoints 
missionary  writer 


Special  housing  will  be  available  to  pastors 
whose  churches  do  not  pay  expenses. 

Call  Donnie  Guy,  pastor  922-3513. 


INSPIRATIONAL  TOURS  —  1986 
Personally  escorted  by  Rev.  John  Adkerson  and  other  experienced  Hosts 


Hong  Kong/Korea.  16  days  Op 
tional  extensions  lo  Tokyo  and 
Hawaii  Departs  Sept  2. 

NO.  4  BEAUTIFUL  HAWAII. 
Christian  Rstrsal  Featured 
Breakfast  Bible  Study  8  days 
Departs  Nov  15 

NO  5  HOLIDAYS  IN  THE  HOLY 
LAND.  11  days  Israel/Jordan/ 
Egypt  Departs  Dec.  26 

"G/ve  your—H  or  some  deer  a 
ChriBlIan  excursion  this  year' 
Help  send  your  pastor.  “ 


NO  1  HOLY  LANDIJORDANI 
EGYPT.  11  days  Optional  exten¬ 
sion  to  Europe  —  Austria/ 
Switzerland/Germany/Holland. 
Departs  June  IS 

NO.  2  CHRISTIAN  HERITAGE 
TOUR.  15  days  London/Paris/ 
Switzer  land/ Auslna/Gar  many/ 
Holland  Optional  Iasi  5  days  lo 
Vamca/Ftoranca/Rome  Departs 
July  23 

NO.  3  ORIENT  OOYSSEY.  China/ 


CONTACT:  Ran.  John  Adkerson.  Stall  Evangelist. 
First  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  2*171,  Atlanta.  Qa.  3032* 
Telephone  number  404/934  1613  or  447-S3S2 


i! 

City 

Slate _ 

Zip 

Phone  / 

SVA  CHURCH  STEEPLES 

BOPTISTRIES 
U/AU  CR0SSES 

fllWBk  .  BAPTISTRY  UUAItR  HEATERS 
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Devotional 


er  view 


Tommy  Kelly  has  resigned  Zion  Hill  Church  near  Liberty  has  munity  and  is  a  freshman  at 
Blackwater  Church,  Kemper  Co.,  to  called  Jamie  Stewart  as  music  direc 
accept  the  position  of  associate  pastor  tor.  He  is  a  native  of  Gillsburg  com 

a  and  staff  evan¬ 
gelist  at  Parkway 
Church,  Chicka¬ 
saw.  Kelly  and  his 
wife,  Pam,  are  a- 
vailable  to  do  con¬ 
certs,  revivals,  re¬ 
treats,  etc.  They 
can  be  reached  at 


By  Doyle  Cummings 
Text:  Psalm  121 

A  few  years  ago  our  family  vacationed  in  the  Smoky  Mountains.  Above  other 
things,  we  were  most  impressed  by  the  awesomeness  of  God’s  creation. 

Especially  were  we  struck  by  the  imposing,  indestructible  appearance  of  those 
mountains.  Yet  one  must  always  remember  that  God  is  big- 
ger  and  better,  and  that  he  spoke  those  mountains  into 
existence. 

j  As  we  observed  those  mountains,  we  discovered  that  the 

$  lower  we  were,  geographically,  the  smaller  the  distant 

JL  mountains  seemed.  On  the  other  hand,  the  higher  we  got, 

L  geographically,  the  larger  and  more  imposing  the  moun- 
>  tain  appeared.  This  immediately  transferred  itself  into 

theology  for  me.  The  lower  one  gets  spiritually,  the  smaller  or  phone  456-4330. 
his  God  will  seem,  distant,  unable  to  meet  immediate 
Cummings  needs.  Conversely,  the  higher  one  gets  spiritually,  the  closer  Justin  Morgan  has  accepted  the 
God  seems,  the  bigger  he  seems.  One  just  gets  a  better  view  of  God  from  the  pastorate  of  Hickory  Grove  Church, 
vantage  point  of  spiritual  mountains.  Sumrall,  moving  from  First  Church, 

Sometimes  as  we  drove,  the  mountains  even  disappeared  from  sight  for  a  Columbia  as  the  associate  pastor, 
moment,  hidden  by  a  nearby  hill  while  we  were  in  the  valley.  Yet,  we  always 

knew  the  mountain  was  there!  As  we  travel  though  life,  sometimes  we  get  Tonv  Henry  bas a<jcePt®^  thecall as 
in  the  valleys,  and  the  “hills”  obscure  our  view  of  God.  We  must  never  lose  Pasf_0^  Church, 

sight  of  the  fact  that  God  is  always  there.  We  just  have  to  get  out  of  the  valley  Neshoba.  He  is  the  former  pastor  of 
and  over  that  “hill”  that  has  kept  us  from  seeing  God.  Steele  Church,  Scott 

t  Our  automobile  kept  us  moving  along,  through  those  valleys,  over  those  hills,  Danie|  Lee  has  accepted  the  posi- 
but  one  thing  was  crucial -an  adequate  supply  of  gasoline.  Periodically,  we  tion  as  minister  of  music  and  ac_ 
found  it  necessary  to  pull  into  a  service  station  for  refueling.  Now,  our  faith  tiviUes  at  Firet  church.  ^rry.  Gowan 
keeps  us  moving  through  the  spiritual  valleys  and  hills.  Just  as  with  the  gj|js  tor 
automobile,  your  faith  and  mind  need  refueling.  We  need  to  refuel  every 

morning  as  we  talk  with  God,  but  we  need  a  major  check-up  at  least  once  Gregg  Thomas  has  accepted  the 
a  week.  That  check-up  is  at  our  place  of  worship  each  Sunday.  pastorate  of  First  Church.  Tutwiler. 

Doyle  Cummings  is  pastor.  First,  Itta  Bena.  He  moves  there  from  Chesterville 

Church,  Tupelo.  He  and  his  wife,  Lisa, 
are  natives  of  the  Tupelo  area  and  he 
is  a  graduate  of  Blue  Mountain  Col¬ 
lege.  Thomas  will  soon  complete  re¬ 
quirements  for  the  M.  Div.  degree 
from  Luther  Rice  Seminary.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  other  pastorates  and  staff  posi¬ 
tions  he  has  served  as  interim  BSU 
director  at  Itawamba  Junior  College. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary  will  David  Webb,  a  native  of  Forest, 
hold  its  annual  Founder's  Day  recently  joined  the  staff  of  the  Potosi 
Celebration  March  15  at  Farish  Street  Southern  Baptist  Church  of  Potosi, 
Baptist  Church,  Jackson.  Theme  is  Missouri  as  youth  pastor.  Upon  his 
"Remembering  and  Responding  graduation  from  Southwestern 
The  program  will  begin  at  10  a  m.  Seminary,  he  served  as  summer 
and  will  include  slide  presentations,  youth  minister  at  Forest,  and  was  or- 
art  exhibits,  verbal  history,  and  dained  on  Feb.  16.  He  is  married  to  the 
workshops.  former  Lisa  Shivers  of  Pearl. 

The  seminary  is  a  cooperative  joint 

venture  of  National  and  Southern  Michael  L.  Carter,  native  Mississip- 
Baptists.  Richard  Brogan  is  presi-  pian,  formerly  of  Natchez,  has  joined 


CHURCH 

BONDS 


902  N.  Jackson  St. 


Houston,  MS  38851 


for  your  church 

Plans  from 

A  Do-It-Yourself  Program 
To  Buying  All  Your  Bonds 


Church  Finance,  Inc 

A.  666  North  St.,  P  O.  Box  2087 

V/\  JACKSON,  MISS  39205 

'  W:  B  Rives  (601)  948-1920 

SERVING  MISSISSIPPI  CHURCHES  FOR  25  YEARS 


15  -  Passenger  Church  Vans 

We  specialize  in  Church  Vans,  both  12  and  15 
passenger.  We  sell  to  all  churches  for  factory  cost  plus 
$145.00  for  service.  We  also  carry  used  Vans.  Call  for 
more  information.  Ask  for  Reggie  Frierson.  (601) 
798-8682. 

RS.  We  also  have  a  special  lease  plan  for  the  clergy 
on  any  Ford,  Lincoln,  or  Mercury. 

Dub  Herring  Ford-Lincoln  -  Mercury 
Picayune,  MS  39466. 


Seminary 
will  celebrate 
Founders’  Day 


Mountain  Creek 
exceeds  goal 

Mountain  Creek  Church,  Rankin 
Association,  exceeded  its  1985  Lottie 
Moon  Offering  goal  of  $500.00.  Total 
receipts  were  $612.00.  The  offering  was 
promoted  by  WMU,  Betty  Richardson, 
director  Lighted  Christmas  tree  showed 
progress,  each  bulb  wdrth  $5.00.  The  star 
on  top  was  lighted  when  the  goal  was 
reached.  Pictured  are  some  who  made 
the  goal  reaching  possible  Eddie  Pilgrim  0  §  J  lI*St 


Premiere  Performance 


“Meet  and  Eat  —  There  IS  Something  More” 

Senior  Adult  Musical 
by  Ann  Colbert  and  Irene  Martin 

To  Be  Presented  by  The  Heavenly  Sunlight  Singers 

Senior  Adult  Choir  of  Parkw  ay  Baptist  Church.  Jackson 
Directed  bv  Gavle  Garrett 

*  j  « 

Special  Guest  —  Horace  Kerr 

Supervisor,  Senior  Adult  Ministry 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  Nashville 

March  25,  7:30  p.m.  2603  West 
Capitol,  Jackson,  MS 

Senior  Adult  Groups  Especially  Invited 


black  prof 


“Moment  of  silence 
is  struck  down 


WASHINGTON  D  C  (EP) _ New  vaugnn  vvaiKer  nas  Decome  me  nrsi 

Jersey’s  1982  law  requiring  a  “mo-  black  person  to  join  the  faculty  of 
ment  of  silence”  in  public  schools  has  Southern  Seminary, 
been  struck  down  by  a  federal  ap-  Walker,  who  is  pastor  of  First 
peals  court  as  a  violation  of  “separa-  Gethsemane  Baptist  Church  in 
tion  of  church  and  state.”  Louisville,  has  been  named  assistant 

The  law,  which  required  a  period  of  professor  of  church  social  work  an- 
“quiet  and  private  contemplation  or  nounced  C.  Anne  Davis,  dean  of  the 
introspection”  at  the  start  of  each  Louisville  seminary  s  Carver  School 
school  day,  was  intended  to  promote  of  Church  Social  Work, 
f  religion,  according  to  the  court.  The  new  professor  will  teach 
Although  the  law  made  no  reference  courseson  the  black  family  and  the 
to  prayer  or  religious  activity,  the  black  church. 

court  ruled  that  it  was  intended  to  cir-  - : - 

cumvent  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court's  What  a  blessing  it  would  be  if  we 
ban  on  state-sponsored  religious  could  open  and  shut  our  ears  as  easi- 
observances.  ~~  ly  as  we  do  nur  eves. 


1 

If 

WM 
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Martin  Church  (Union  County)  had  a  recognition  service  for  GAs  and  Acteens 
Their  theme  was  "Oh  What  A  Moment." 

Front  row  are  queens  crown  bearers,  left  to  right,  Kelly  Orgeron,  Beverly  Freeman. 
Andrea  McMiller.  Angela  Robbins.  Natasha  Lanier  and  Samantha  Ballard.  Second 
row.  Girls  in  Action  earning  Mission  Adventure  Badges  are  Amy  Freeman  and  Jen¬ 
nifer  McMiller  Third  row.  Kathy  McMiller,  Kim  Browning,  Katie  Orgeron,  Stacy  Kidd, 
and  Hope  Moody  Fourth  row.  Acteens.  queen  Lisa  Taylor,  queen  Michele  Hall,  queen 
and  queen  with  scepter  Ginger  Grubbs,  queen  Karen  McMiller.  queen  Tonya  and  Sonja 
Robbins 


Twenty-four  men  from  eight  churches  in  the  Lamar  Baptist  Association  gathered 
at  Oloh  on  Feb.  8  for  a  work  day.  The  men  helped  Ofoh  on  its  new  fellowship 
hall/education  building.  This  helping  ministry  is  a  new  ministry  of  the  Lamar  Baptist 
Brotherhood.  The  Brotherhood  has  initiated  a  plan  for  helping  sister  churches  with 
construction  needs. 


New  Prospect  Church,  luka,  held  deacon’s  ordination,  Feb.  2.  Jerry  Swimmer 
led  the  charge  to  the  church  candidates  and  Tim  Pittman  preached  the  ordination 
sermon  Olen  Nunley,  chairman  of  deacons,  led  the  ordination  prayer  Eugene  Walden 
is  pastor  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Eugene  Walden;  Ronny  Stricklen,  Danny  Davis, 
and  Richard  Ortner.  deacons  ordained;  and  Olen  Nunley 


Coktwater  Church,  Philadelphia,  burns  note  Feb.  2.  The  note  that  was  made  for 
the  complete  siding  and  finishing  less  than  a  year  ago,  was  paid  in  full  Pictured 
are  R.  B.  Moore,  Mary  Ethel  Turner,  Don  Rafdia  Buck  Stovall,  Bob  Burns,  and  Rueben 
Mopre.  Back  row  is  Barron  Pilgrim,  pastor 


mcr 


v  GALILEE  RETREAT 

i 

Specializing  in  spiritual  emphasis  the 
Galilee  Retreat  is  the  premier  Christian 
Retreat  on  the  Gulf  Coast. 

Located  in  Panama  City  Beach,  directly 
on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  Galilee  provides 
for  all  your  needs  including  3  great  meals 
,  a  day  and  all  your  linens  and  towels  for  your 
comfort 

For  information  &  reservations  call  or 
write: 

GALILEE  RETREAT 

177*4  W  lit  Hwy  M  W 
Paean  City  kadi,  FI  *2407 
(MM)  Z34  S1M  /  7M-MSI 
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Corinth  Church,  Heidelberg,  recent¬ 
ly  observed  Baptist  Men’s  Day.  Edd 
Holloman,  pastor,  introduced  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  day.  Special  music  was 
presented  by  Cecil  Myrick,  Neal 
Davis,  Roy  Boney  and  Robin  Herr¬ 
ington,  with  an  all  men’s  choir. 
Testimonies  were  given  by,  T.  W. 
Beaman,  Nathan  Ethridge,  Jessie 
McCraney,  and  Bill  Crownover. 

* 

Eddie  Lieberman,  evangelist,  has 
established  what  eventually  wHl  be  a 
$55,000  scholarship  fund  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  Lieberman,  a 
former  student  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  is  a  resident  of  Greenville, 

SC¬ 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  mept  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Internationally  known  specialists  ' 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

•ox  305-C  —  On «n wood.  Mias.  3SS30 
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Aay  Chard  CaaAHsri 
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WLGMEI  IMS 

MFC.  CO. 

M.  (SOI)  675-2441 
,  Arkansas 
72*27 
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Bill  Shumpert,  second  from  left,  was  ordained  as  deacon  by  Richmond  Church, 
Tupelo.  Jan.  12  Pictured,  second  from  right,  is  Billy  Shumpert,  giving  his  son  the 
ordination  certificate.  At  far  right  is  Graves  Ruff,  chairman  of  deacons,  presenting 
the  Bible.  Far  left  is  Dave  Smith,  pastor  The  church  had  two  former  pastors,  Marvin 
Murphy  and  Robert  Rogers,  to  serve  on  the  ordaining  council. 


LITTLE  ROCK.  Ark.  (BP)  -  L.  L. 
Collins,  associate  executive  director 
of  the  Arkansas  Baptist  State  Conven¬ 
tion.  died  Feb.  18  in  St.  Joseph's 
Hospital,  in  Fort  Worth.  Texas,  of 
complications  after  a  stroke.  Collins, 
who  joined  the  state  convention  staff 
in  1981,  was  attending  Scholars'  Week 
at  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth  when  he  was 
hospitalized 

Johnny  Beaver,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mickey  Beaver  of  Forest,  is  available 
for  supply.  Beaver  is  16  years  old  and 
has  been  speaking  since  age  8.  He  was 
licensed  to  the  ministry,  Feb.  23. 

He  can  be  contacted  at  Rt.  4,  Box 
546,  Forest,  MS  39074  telephone 
469-2665. 


James  Blakeney,  a  youth/recrea- 
tipn  consultant  with  the  Louisiana 
Baptist  Convention,  was  the  guest 

t  speaker  at  William 
Carey  College's 
alumni  luncheon 
during  homecom¬ 
ing  activities  Feb. 

Blakeney,  a  1966 
alumnus,  address¬ 
ed  the  alumni 
crowd,  which  in¬ 
cluded  honorees  of 
the  class  of  '36,  the  Alumnus  of  the 
Year  —  Lowell  Broom,  and  former 
members  of  the  Delphinian,  Thalian. 
<and  Litaean  social  clubs,  on  life  ex¬ 
periences  for  which  college  prepares 
and  does  not  prepare  its  students. 


Union  Church,  Mize,  recently  dedicated  its  new  education  annex  The  cost  of  the 
building  which  contains  classrooms,  library,  crier  room,  pastor's  study  and  a  com¬ 
bination  church  office,  was  $150,000.  Much  of  the  money  was  raised  in  a  Together 
We  Build  Campaign  a  few  years  ago,  states  Maxwell  Price,  pastor 
Pictured,  left  to  right,  front  row.  are  Billy  Ballard,  director  of  missions,  Smith  Associa¬ 
tion  and  former  pastor;  Price;  Mrs  H.  B.  Ashley  and  Mrs.  Nellie  Glisson,  building 
committee.  Back  row,  Author  Johnson.  Magee,  contractor;  Winded  Kennedy,  chair¬ 
man,  building  committee;  Ray  Bryant,  David  Bryant,  Terry  Ashley,  building  commit¬ 
tee  Not  pictured  is  Larry  Gaddis,  member  of  building  committee 
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Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Mar.  9 

Home  Missions  Day  in  Sunday  School  (SS  Emphasis)  • 

Mar.  9-15 

Youth  Week  (CT  Emphasis) 

Mar.  10 

Youth  &  Youth  Leader  DiscipleLife  Workshop;  West 

Laurel  BC,  Laurel;  7-9  p.m.  (CT) 

Mar.  10-11 

Church  Growth  Conference;  Colonial  Hgts.  BC, 
Jackson;  6:45-9:30  p..m  (SS/EVAN/CAPM) 

Mar.  11 

Youth  &  Youth  Leader  DiscipleLife  Workshop; 
Easthaven  BC,  Brookhaven;  7-9  p.m.  (CT) 

Mar.  13-14 

Statewide  Church  Extension  Conference;  Baptist 
Building;  Noon,  13th-Noon,  14th  (CoMi) 

Mar.  13-15 

Regional  Childlife  Conference;  Alta  Woods  BC, 
Jackson;  7  p.m.,  13th-Noon,  15th  (CT) 

Mar.  15 

State  Quartet  Sing;  Colonial  Heights  BC,  Jackson; 
1:00-9:30  p.m.  (CM) 

/ 

Associational  Youth  Night  (CT  Emphasis) 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  VEHICLES 
Buses  -  Vans  -  Can  - 
with  NEW  Vinyl  Lettering - 

•  Fast/ 

•  Easy  to  Apply! 

•  Permanent! 

•  Professional! 

•  Economical! 

For  FREE  estimate,  cal 
STAMM  ADVERTISING 
120  Upton  Drive 
Jackson,  Msstssippi  39209 
(601)  922-3400 
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ious  broadcasters  debate 
is  “the  true  American  wi 


SATELLITE  NETWORK,  INC. 


By  Kathy  Palen 

People  who  words  the  Communists  use  "  He  then  ing  the  greatest  spiritual  revival  in  the 
added  that  the  ‘true  American  way  is  history  of  the  world,”  he  said, 
the  true  Christian  way.”  Other  major  sessions  during  the 

Buchanan’s  organization  also  NRB  convention  featured  addresses 
received  mention  during  another  by  evangelist  Billy  Graham  and  White 
keynote  address  at  the  NRB  House  Communications  Director 
convention  Patrick  Buchanan.  More  than  2,000 

...  ......  ,  registrants  also  heard  a  debate  bet- 

While  recalling  the  hard  tunes  and  w£n  elist  j  F^lwell  and 

limited  resources  shared  by  himself  Jos£ua  Haberman  on  “The 

and  other  conservative  Christian  state  ^  Israel  in  the  Christ, an/Jewish 
broadcasters  during  their  building  PersDec,;ve- 

years^  Pat  Robertson,  Christian  A  ^akfast  hononng  ^  state  of 

Broadcasting  Network  president  ,ok-  [srae,  was  in  conjunction  with  the 
ed.  We  didn  t  have  any  organizations  NRB  convenUon  AtJlendance  at  the 

like  Peop  e  for  the  American  Way  to  .  ,  -  .  .  .  .  .  . 

.  K  .  „  3  breakfast,  which  was  sponsored  by 

warn  how  dangerous  we  were.  „  ,  ,  „ , 

„  t  ®  Southern  Baptist  layman  Edward 

Robertson  said  while  religious  McAteer,  resulted  in  only  125  par- 
broadcasting  was  growing,  the  nation  ticipants  attending  a  plenary  NRB 
also  was  going  through  growth  -  but  session  that  featured  civil  rights  ac¬ 
he  characterized  the  nation’s  growth  tivist  Jesse  Jack?on 

as  not  good.  NRB  is  an  association  of  nearly 

Robertson  outlined  events  he  said  1,200  organizations  engaged  in  produc- 
led  to  “indecision,  lack  of  resolve  and  ing  religious  programming  for  radio 
moral  decay’  in  the  country.  and  television  and  operating  religious 

He  credited  the  political  involve-  radio  and  television  stations 
ment  of  concerned  evangelicals  with  Kathy  Palen  writes  for  the 
a  turnabout  in  the  nation.  “We  are  see-  Washington  bureau  of  Baptist  Press. 


WASHINGTON  (BP) 
disagree  on  political  or  religious 
issues  should  not  be  considered  less 
American  than  their  opponents, 
former  U.S.  Congressman  John 
Buchanan  said  in  a  debate  during  the 
National  Religious  Broadcasters  an¬ 
nual  convention. 

Buchanan  was  countered  by  televi¬ 
sion  evangelist  Jimmy  Swaggart,  who 
insisted  the  ‘true  American  way  is  the 
true  Christian  way.” 

“Imposing  someone’s  view  on 
everyone  does  not  result  in  revival,” 
said  Buchanan,  an  ordained  Southern 
Baptist  minister  who  represented 
Alabama  in  Congress  from  1965  to 
1960.  Buchanan  and  Swaggart  debated 
Feb.  4. 

Buchanan  said  Christians  in  the 
United  States  should  “thank  God” 
their  religious  liberties  are  protected 
by  the  First  Amendment.  “Our  God 
does  not  impose  himself  on  us,  and 
neither  should  our  government,”  he 
said. 

Recalling  the  lack  of  religious  liber¬ 
ty  during  the  country’s  early  days, 

Buchanan  warned,  “Pat  Robertson 
and  Jerry  Falwell  should  remember 
that  Virginia  Baptist  ministers  were 
beaten  and  run  out  of  town,  while 
Anglican  ministers  were  paid  out  of 
government  treasuries." 

Buchanan  added  his  advocacy  of 
church-state  separation  does  not 
mean  he  believes  Christians  should 
not  be  involved  in  government  and 
politics. 

“We  have  not  only  the  opportunity, 
but  the  responsibility  to  bring  faith  in¬ 
to  political  life,”  he  said.  “Yes,  let  us 
be  involved,  but  let  us  respect  a  fact 
of  life:  We  Christians  have  always  The  open  enrollment  figures  were 
disagreed.”  a  part  of  the  1985  annual  report 

Buchanan,  who  is  now  chairman  of  delivered  by  Annuity  Board  President 
People  for  the  American  Way  —  an  Daroid  Morgan, 
organization  often  criticized  by  con-  During  the  two-month  period.  9,374 
servative  religious-political  groups  —  applicants  were  enrolled, 
also  argued  that  the  idea  of  church-  While  some  participants  suggested 
state  separation  was  not  born  out  of  they  meet  with  “conservative” 
secular  humanism  or  atheism.  He  leaders  in  the  state  to  discuss  dif- 
added,  in  reference  to  Swaggart,  “Just  ferences.  others  the  strength  of  the 
because  we  disagree  doesn't  mean  plans. 

he's  on  God’s  side  and  I'm  on  Satan's  Morgan’s  report  also  showed  in 
side”  1985: 

Swaggart  countered  that  the  argu-  —  The  board's  assets  rose  to  almost 
ment  is  not  separation  of  church  and  $1.7  billion,  a  gain  of  nearly  $259 
state,  but  separation  of  God  and  state,  million  over  1984 ; 

“When  they  legislated  Gfod  out  of  —  More  than  $43.7  million  in  retire- 
the  country,  they  legislated  morality  ment  benefits  were  paid  to  15,127  an- 
out,"  said  Swaggart.  who  blamed  nuitants.  the  most  in  any  year; 
'•secular  humanists”  for  destroying  —  A  total  of  $42.9  million  was  paid 
traditional  American  values  in  insurance  benefits; 

"The  reason  we  have  freedom  in  —  Investments  income  for  the  year 
this  country  is  because  of  the  Bible,"  was  $198  million,  a  gain  of  $89  million 
Swaggart  continued.  "During  the  past  In  other  business,  trustees  heard  a 
40  to  50  years,  secular  humanists  have  report  on  a  proposed  relocation  of  the 
encroached  upon  these  freedoms,  board's  offices.  Twelve  sites  in  the 
while  Christianity  sat  back  and  did  lit-  Dallas  area  are  under  consideration, 
tie.”  said  A.  George  Avinger  Jr.,  the 

Swaggart,  who  is  president  of  Jim-  board's  director  of  administrative 
my  Swaggart  Ministries  in  Baton  services,  who  spoke  for  the  relocation 
Rouge,  La.,  charged  secular  committee. 

humanists  with  taking  over  the  coun-  The  board  sold  the  building  it  cur- 
try’s  media,  entertainment,  politics,  rently  occupies  last  year.  Plans  call 
public  schools,  and  most  churches,  for  it  to  remain  in  that  building  until 
adding,  ‘They  came  within  a  hair's  it  builds  a  new  facility  or  its  lease 
breadth  of  destroying  this  nation.”  runs  out  in  1968. 

Also  aiming  criticism  at  Trustees  were  notified  of  the  ap- 
Buchanan's  People  for  the  American  pointment  of  Marvin  T.  York  as  in- 
Way,  Swaggart  said  the  organization  terim  director  of  the  investments  divi- 
in  its  title  uses  “the  same  play  on  sion.  York  was  investment  director 


Joy  of  Music 


Houston 


Annuity  Board  reports 
big  gains  during  1985 


Oakdale  Church,  Brandon:  March 
16-19;  Sunday  services,  11  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed..  7  p.m.;  Larry  Dun¬ 
can.  Antioch  Church,  Brandon, 
evangelist;  Alan  Kilgore,  pastor. 


SENIOR  CITIZEN  seeks  two 
elderly  males  to  share  3  bedroom 
house.  2' 2  acres  in  Hinds  General 
Hospital  area  on  Robinson  Road 
Extension.  REASONABLE  RENT 
Complete  house  and  kitchen 
privileges  with  own  refrigerator. 
Active  Handyman  preferred.  No 
drinkers.  References.  Call  371-18MS. 
Ask  for  Samuel. 


CHURCH  CONTRACTORS.  Paint¬ 
ing.  additions,  alterations.  Chris¬ 
tian  company  run  by  2  bivoca- 
tional  SBC  pastors.  Quality  work, 
low  bids.  Bob  Mamrak.  Rt.  1.  Box 
167.  Stewart,  MS  39767  (601) 
262-7937. 


Harmony  dedicates v  Family  Life  Center 

Harmony  Church,  Louisville  dedicated  its  Family  Life  Center  and  recently  burn¬ 
ed  the  note.  The  building  has  a  gymnasium,  game  room,  program  stage,  bathrooms, 
kitchen,  and  space  for  additional  classrooms.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  John  Hat¬ 
cher,  Clifton  Daniels  and  Marvel  Williamson.  Ed  Campbell  is  pastor. 


FOR  SALE:  24  x  44  D/W 
TRAILER.  Central  air/electric 
heat.  Remodeled,  good  condition. 
Used  for  new  church  start  up, 
fellowship  room,  youth  activity 
room.  Call  (601)  373-6932.  372-8399. 
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CMPB0OK 


Pageant  of  spring 


1  placed  each  sleepy  tulip  bulb 
In  dark  and  dormant  earth 
'lb  sleep  and  dream  through  rain  and  snow 
Tb  wait  for  spring's  new  birth. 

Nearby  the  crumpled  daffodils 
Were  placed  with  tender  care. 

“You  too  must  wait."  I  told  each  one: 

With  love  I  left  them  there 


Then  winter's  wind  blew  cold  and  strong 
As  snowflakes  hurried  down 
lb  make  a  blanket  for  each  bed 
Upon  the  frozen  ground. 

7  . 

I  asked  the  fragrant  violets. 

••  “Is  it  Robin’s  song  of  cheer 
That  awakes  the  sleeping  flowers 
j^nd  tells  them  spring  is  here?” 

Their  answer  was,  “God's  touched  each  bulb 
The  rose  and  everything. 

And  in  his  time  they  all  come  forth 
With  the  pageantry  of  spring." 

—Augustine  Burch 
Brookhaven 


Silent  prayer 


Time  for 

Although  winter- still  prevails 
in  cold  rain 

on  the  bare  pecan  branches, 
empty  garden  rows,  frost  bruised 
camellias  —  my  seasoned  eye 
notes  a  turning 
toward  spring. 

The  wild  maple’s  young  leaves 
blush  ruby  red. 

Dandelions  pop  up 
with  heads 

golden  like  miniature  suns 
A  pink  hyacinth  peeps 
from  its  oak  leaf  cover. 

Tulips  lift  their  long  stemmed 
cups  of  yellow,  coral,  lilac. 

Only  a  few  robins  are  visible, 
the  others  have  flown  north. 

Soon  purple  martins  will  warble 
their  return 
from  the  tropics. 


changes 


Blackbirds  plummet 
to  the  ground 
in  unison. 

The  Lord  created  life 
to  be  seasonal. 

A  time  comes 
when  the  new  begins. 
The  farmer  plants  seed 
potatoes  —  he  knows, 
green  sprouts  will  break 
the  soil,  and  grow. 

God’s  words  promise 
“If  it  dies, 
it  bringeth  forth.” 

—Eunice  Barnes 
Pascagoula 


To  everything  there  is  a  season,  and 
a  time  to  every  purpose  under  the 
heaven  (Ecc.  3:1). 


God.  let  me  be  the  bearer  of  joy. 

The  maker  of  peace  through  wars 
Let  me  show  man  strength  and  wHl 
From  sea  to  eternity’s  shores. 

Should  I  show  wisdom,  it  shall  be  yours. 
And  truth,  with  honor  as  well. 

Let  me  share  kindness. 

The  story  of  God  let  me  tell. 

t 

God.  lend  me  all  the  smiles  of  man. 

So  that  happiness  soon  shall  appear. 

Give  me  the  courage  you've  shown  unto  all 
To  conquer  all  hardship  and  fear 


This  I  do  not  ask  for  myself,  out  of  greed, 
But  for  all  our  sisters  and  brothers; 

I  need  not  keep  it;  it  will  come  back  to  me 
If  only  I  can  give  it  to  others. 

I  pray  for  our  spirits,  our  souls,  our  hearts, 
God.  help  us  be  born  again. 

Give  us  love  and  courage  and  strength, 
in  God’s  name  I  pray  .  .  .  Amen. 

—Bonnie  Welch 
Southside  Church,  Winona 


The  pain  I  feel,  the  peace  I  know 


Dear  Lord,  only  you  can  know  the 
pain  I’m  feeling.  I  hurt,  I  hurt.  The 
pain  is  so  intense.  All  I  can  do  is  en¬ 
dure  it  with  your  help  —  until  the  time 
when  the  doctor  can  see  me. 

Please,  dear  Lord,  give  him 
knowledge  of  mind  and  skill  of  hand 
and  equipment  to  help  relieve  my 
body  of  this  pain. 

Oh,  I  hurt  —  the  pain  is  so  tremen¬ 
dous!  But  what  joy  I  find  in  reading 


your  Word :  “A  day  will  come  when 
there  will  be  no  more  pain,  sorrow,  or 
tears”  (Rev.  21:4). 

Thank  you,  Lord,  for  Your  promises 
and  for  the  peace  I  know  because  I 
believe  in  You  and  have  learned  to 
lean  on  You. 

—Frances  Dunlap 
New  Albany 
11-5-85 


Kaemmerling  resigns  editorship 
of  Southern  Baptist  Advocate 


DALLAS  (BP)  -  Russell  Kaem¬ 
merling.  editor  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Advocate  since  its  founding  in 
1980.  has  resigned,  citing  "personal 
reasons  " 

Kaemmerling  told  the  Baptist  Stan¬ 
dard,  newsjoprnal  of  the  Baptist 
General  Convention  of  Texas,  his 
resignation  from  the  Dallas-based 
publication  was  effective  Dec.  30. 1985 

Robert  Tenery.  pastor  of  Burke- 
mont  Baptist  Church  in  Morganton. 
N.C..  and  editor  of  Baptist  United 
News,  has  been  named  interim  editor 

Although,  the  Advocate  carries 
“Southern  Baptist"  in  its  name,  it  is 
not  a  publication  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention,  nor  of  any  SBC 
boards,  agencies,  or  commissions. 
The  magazine  has  been  a  voice  of  the 
inerrantist  movement  in  the 
denomination. 

It  has  been  published  infrequently. 
The  last  issue  was  published  in  Oc¬ 
tober  1985.  but  it  was  dated  "Summer 
1985  "and  reported  on  the  June 
meeting  of  the  SBC  in  Dallas. 

Kaemmerling  told  the  Standard  his 
resignation  was  “a  personal  change  of 
direction”  and  that  he  is  pursuing 
several  avenues,  including  a  media 
company,  producin^newsletters  and 
evangelistic  brochures,  maintaining  a 
mailing  list,  and  direct-mail 
fundraising 

Kaemmerling  said  he  remains  “100 
percent  in  sympathy"  with  the  iner¬ 
rantist  movement  and  the  individuals 


By  Toby  Druin 

involved  in  it  He  said  he  will  still 
write  for  the  magazine  if  called  upon 
to  do  so  and  if  he  has  the  time.  His 
wife.  Charlene,  also  has  been  a 
regular  contributor  to  the  Advocate, 
but  Kaemmerling  said  he  does  not 
know  if  the  paper  will  continue  a 
woman's  page. 

Tenery.  pastor  of  Burkemont 
church  for  14  years,  said  he  has 
agreed  to  be  interim  editor  until  June. 
He  said  he  intends  to  carry  a  state¬ 
ment  from  Kaemmerling  on  the 
resignation  in  the  next  issue,  but  did 
riot  indicate  when  the  next  issue  will 
be  released. 

Tenery.  a  trustee  of  the  Baptist  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board,  has  been  the  editor 
of  Baptist  United  News,  a  voice  of  the 
inerrancy  movement  in  North 
Carolina,  since  its  inception. 

The  Standard  sought  to  interview 
the  chairman  of  the  Advocate  board 
of  directors  about  the  resignation  and 
the  future  of  the  magazine,  but  neither 
Kaemmerling  nor  Ttenery  would  iden¬ 
tify  any  of  the  directors  who  have  not 
heretofore  been  identified  by  the 
magazine.  Both,  however,  said  the 
directors  will  be  revealed  in  the  next 
issue 

D.  August  Boto.  a  Dallas  attorney 
who  was  listed  as  an  interim  director 
when  the  magazine  was  chartered  in 
1980,  said  in  a  telephone  conversation 
he  was  aware  of  Kaemmerling’s 
resignation  and  that  it  was  for  “per¬ 
sonal  reasons"  but  declined  to  com¬ 
ment  further  or  to  divulge  any  further 


information  about  the  directors. 

Paige  Patterson,  president  of 
Criswell  Center  for  Biblical  Studies 
and  a  leader  of  the  inerrantist  move¬ 
ment,  is  Kaemmerling’s  brother-in- 
law.  He  told  the  Standard  he  assum¬ 
ed  the  delay  in  apnouncing  the 
resignation  was  to  allow  the  Advocate 
to  announce  it  first. 

Patterson  said  he  understood  that 
“Russell,  himself,  for  personal  and 
family  reasons,  felt  it  best  he  get  out. 
and  I  certainly  concurred.” 

Patterson,  who  has  been  at  the 
forefront  of  the  effort  to  turn  the  SBC 
to  a  more  conservative  direction,  said 
he  is  not  now,  and  never  has  been  a 
director  of  the  Advocate,  although  he 
is  a  member  of  the  advisory  board. 

Kaemmerling  is  a  native  of  Beau¬ 
mont.  Ttexas,  and  a  graduate  of  Umar 
University  and  Southwestern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  Fort  Worth. 
Texas.  He  was  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  West  Columbia,  S.C.,  for 
three  years  before  becoming  editor  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Journal,  a 
publication  of  the  inerrancy-oriented 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message  Fellowship 
in  1979. 

He  resigned  as  editor  of  the  Jour¬ 
nal  after  only  a  few  months  following 
a  disagreement  over  the  direction  of 
the  publication.  The  charter  for  the 
Advocate  was  obtained  soon 
thereafter. 

Tbby  Drain  is  associate  editor.  Bap¬ 
tist  Standard. 


TONY,  OUR  JOURNEY 
TOGETHER  by  Carolyn  Koons 
(Harper  and  Row,  214  pp.,  $11.95). 
Carolyn  Koons.  associate  professor  at 
Azusa  Pacific  University,  for  over  22 
years  took  groups  of  students  into 
Mexico,  on  missions  outreach  pro¬ 
jects.  This  book  is  the  dramatic  story 
of  what  happened  after  one  of  these 
teams  was  allowed  to  go  into  a  boys’ 
prison,  in  1975.  There  Carolyn 
discovered  Tony,  who  had  been 
placed  in  prison  at  the  age  of  five  for 
a  murder  he  did  not  commit.  She  was 


told  that  his  mother,  who  deserted 
him,  probably  committed  the  murder. 
Through  many  difficulties  and  over  a 
lot  of  red  tape,  Carolyn  rescued  Tony 
and  adopted  him.  Years  of  struggles 
and  failures,  adjustments  and  suc¬ 
cesses,  tough  times  and  fun  times 
followed.  Their  journey’s  story  is  told 
in  this  well-written  book,  released  in 
1984.  It  would  be  of  special  interest  to 
any  single  person  thinking  of  adopting 
a  child,  but  also  makes  interesting 
reading  for  others  — AWM 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 

f^aptiit  CkilJketis  Village 

Paul  N.  Nunnery,  Executive  Director 
r _ P.  O.  Box  11308,  Jackson,  MS  39213,  (601)  922-2242 

Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

JANUARY  27  -  FEBRUARY  11,  1986 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is 
hppefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  request,  those  who  are 
alnd  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Mrs.  C.  H.  Broach 
Mrs  Louise  Fuqua 
Mrs.  Claude  Broach 
Mrs  Malcolm  W  Heard 
Mrs.  Marion  Callahan 
Mr  &  Mrs.  John  Rutledge 
Mrs.  Jane  Camp 
Mrs.  Bessie  T.  Parish 
Miss  Jessie  Threlfall 
Mr.  J.  V.  Carr 
Ruth  Sunday  School. 
Starkville 

Mr  &  Mrs.  John  Rutledge 
Miss  Agnes  Carroll 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Powell  E  Poe 
Mrs.  Wellington  Lucille  Carter 
Mrs  Lucille  Marsalis 
Betty  Fay  Cartwright 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Harry  Neal 
Corder 

Wheeler  Cathey 
Jackson  High  School  Reunion 
Class  of  1925 
Mrs.  Alma  Chappel 
J.  L  Faithy  Knight 
Mrs.  Tunison  Clark 
Mr.  Ii  Mrs  J.  L.  Martin 
Mr.  Howard  Cobb 
Mr.  A  Mrs  E.  B.  Senter 
Daniel  Mayo  Collins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Owen  D.  Jones 
Mr.  Elmer  L.  Collins 
Mrs  R  W.  Ferguson.  Sr 
Kelly  D.  Prather 
Dr.  William  Lowery  Cooper 
Turner  It  Joyce  Alford 
Mr.  Maynard  M.  Crgft 
Cato  Best 

Mr  &  Mrs.  Alvin  Word.  Jr 
Mr.  W.  B.  Cross 
Katherine  W.  Melton 
Mr.  Murrll  Monroe  Crowe 
Mr  It  Mrs.  James  Stephens 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Dub  Hardy 
Mr  It  Mrs  A.  J  McKenzie 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Jim  Jones 
Emmie  Davis 

Men's  >2  Sunday  School  Class 
Bethany 

Harvey  Dearman 
Morris  W.  It  Mason  Griffin 
Jim  S.  Dawdle 
Mrs  J.  C.  Watson 
Mrs  C.  N.  Egger  Jr  It 
Family 

Mr  It  Mrs  W.  C.  Egger 
Robert  Lee  It  Bettye  Loftis 
E.  G.  Earnest 
Cecil  Doler 
Mrs.  Wyatt  Easterling 
Mary  Frances  Wyatt 
Mrs.  Ethel  Wilson 
Edith  M  Aldridge 
Mr.  L.  L.  Entrican 
Mrs  Willie  H  Smith  A  Janet 
Mr.  Lonie  Entrican 
Frank  *  Elizabeth  Drake 
Mrs  Janet  C.  Smith 
Mrs  Willie  H  Smith 
Mrs.  Geraldine  Estes 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Louis  Dodez 
J.  R  Eubank 
Rena  Lora  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  HatUe  Everett 
Mr  k  Mrs  Fred  E  Kennedy 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Deimas  McAlptn 
Mrs.  L.  B.  (Ida)  Farr 
Mr  k  Mrs.  La  von  Combs 
Mrs  Edith  Rowland 
Mr  <i  Mrs  B  C  Walker 
Mr.  Ii  Mrs  Jimmy  L. 

Randall 
Paul  D  Allen 
Mrs.  Carl  M.  (Maude) 
Ferguson 
Clara  B.  Jordan 
Mr  <i  Mrs.  S.  N.  Doolittle 
Robert  Ii  Nora  Holliman 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Roger  Martin 
Mrs.  E.  L.  (Mary  tout 

Maude  T.  Orr 


Mr  &  Mrs.  C.  D  Pollan 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Thompson 
Mr  &  Mrs  Jack  Hammonds 
Mr  &  Mrs  W  P  Kimbrough. 
Jr. 

Mr  Carl  M  Kelly  - 
J.  E.  Cone 

Mrs.  Amanda  Forbes 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Leo  I.  Leake 
Mr  k  Mrs  E.  H  Austin 
The  Jimmy  Pope  Family 
Frances  S.  Campbell 
Junior  Frierson 
Margaret  H.  Durham 
Mrs.  Velma  Fuller 
Mrs  Marion  Morrison 
Sessums 

Mrs.  Julie  Geeslin 
Maurice  &  Joan  Robinson 
Ella  Blake  May 
Mr.  Quinton  GUI 
Mr  k  Mrs  John  E  Rutledge 
J.  C.  Gordan 
Mark  Gordon 
Mrs.  Annie  Lee  Sparkman 
Gore 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Alton  P  Arrington 
Tom  Gore 

Joe  k  ’terry  Trotter 
Adline  Graves 
Delcie  VanLandingham 
Wayne  k  Melba  Smith 
Mrs.  Charles  Lee  Graves 
Mrs  Eugenia  Farrington 
Miss  Elizabeth  Craig 
Mr  A  Mrs.  S.  Lyle  Bates 
Mr.  Grady  Green 
Hayes  Branscome 
Paul  Gregg 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Billy  B  Hamilton 
Miss  Yvette  Griffith 
Mr  A  Mrs  Elbert  F  Ward 
Mr.  Virgil  Haddos 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leo  I  Leake 
B.  H.  Hammons 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Thomas  R 
Myrick 

Mr  A  Mrs  Emmit  Gainey 
Mrs.  H.  O.  Hardin 
The  W  D.  Goodsons 
Mr.  Falton  Harris 
Sue  Reynolds 
Claudine  Davis 
Mather  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Albert  Hayes 
Beatrice  R  Breedlove 
Mr.  Hillary  Hazelip 
Mr  A  Mrs  E  B  Senter 
Mr.  Claude  Hazlewood 
Virginia  A  Dorothy  Johnson 
Johnny  Henderson 
Mr  A  Mrs  John  E  Rutledge 
Mr.  Marion  Hodges 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Bobby  B  Howell 
Wayne  A  Melba  Smith 
Kay  Hogue 
Mrs  Roy  Hogue 
Mr  A  Mrs  Jim  Watkins 
Mr.  Thomas  DoMe  Hatdrn 
Hayes  Branscome 


Mr  A  Mrs  T  F  Badon 
Charles.  Mary  Lee  A  Neal 
Breeland 

Margaret  Lackey  Sunday 
School  Summit 
DonaM  Jackson 
Mrs  Hilton  Vhrnado 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  D 


Mrs.  Myrtle  James 
Mr  A  Mrs  James  B 

Campbell 
Mrs.  P.  T.  James 
Nell  A  Willie  Stone 
Mr.  Thomas  A.  Jennings 
Pat  A  Bebe  Brooks 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Gene  B.  Gamer 
Monica  Choins  Johnson 
Jim  A  Cathy  Partie 
Mr.  Virgil  Johnson 
Leaf  River  Baptist  Church. 

Louin 
L.  A  Jolly 
Anne  A.  Jolley 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Kees 
Sid  A  Mary  Champion 
Mrs.  Ferman  A.  Kellum 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Earl  Allen 
Mr.  William  H.  Kilpatrick 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Curtis  F.  Johnson 
Mr.  Herman  Kloepper 
Mrs  E  F  Tyrone.  Sr 
Mrs.  Lois  Lance 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Roy  L  Webb 
Vivian  Lane 
Lillian  Heffner 
Mrs.  O.  W  Holmes 
Mr.  Eari  Lee 
Mr.  A  Mrs  David  L.  May 
Mrs  Hugh  H.  Johnston 
Eric  Lund 

Mr  A  Mrs  Vincent  C. 

Mullins 

Mr.  John  B.  Marsh 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Lewyl  Cockerham 
Mr.  Andrew  Mathews 
Mr  A  Mrs  Frank  McLemore 
Mrs.  Jewel  McClure 
Wayne  A  Melba  Smith 
Delcie  VanLandingham 
Mr.  Clark  McCoy 
Mr  A  Mrs  Harry  Neal 

Corder 

Bernard  McElwee 
John  A  Linda  Mabry 
Mrs.  Ludie  Miller 
Mrs  Fred  Marshall 
Father  of  Mrs.  James  Messer 
Miss  Gertrude  H.  Wilson 
Miss  Floy  Moody 
Mr  A  Mrs  George  Moody 
Ruth  T  Morrow 
Miss  Floy  Moody 
Mr  A  Mrs  Calvin  Lucas 
Mrs.  George  Morrow 
Mr.  Andrew  Moore 
J.  L.  A  Faithy  Knight 
Janies  Raymond  Morgan 
Maurice  A  Joan  Robinson 
'  Mr.  A  Mrs  Raymond  L. 

Craig 

Mrs.  Essie  Pape 
Mr  A  Mrs  E  H  Austin 
Mr.  Bennie  Myers 
Billy  Frank  A  Gwen  Ferrell 


Rose  Mary  Franklin 
Mr.  Charles  H.  Hooker.  Hr. 

Mrs  Raymond  Martin.  Sr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C  E  Sinclair 
Mrs  H.  N  Brawn 
Mr  A  Mrs  Thomas  J  Safley 
Bob  Hoff 

Mr  A  Mrs  Vincent  Mullins 


Mrs  Virginia  Wilson  A 
Harold 

Mrs.  Eva  Newsome 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Leo  I.  Leake 
H.  L.  Newsome 
Mr  A  Mrs  William  P  Strait 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Newton 
Mr  k  Mrs  Pat  Ingram 
Mr.  L.  H.  Nison 
Mr  A  Mrs  E  B.  Senter 
Mrs.  Harris  Oakes 
Hayes  Branscome 
Mrs.  Norene  Oakes 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Dewey  Sanford 
CHRan  A  Buford  Palmer 
Mrs.  Laura  Hannah  Morton 
Mr.  Sam  R.  Parker 
Mattie  B.  Flynt 
Mrs.  WHNe  Parker 
Naomi  Sunday  School 
Louisville 


Mrs.  Erma  Pearce 
Mrs  Lucille  Brooks 
James  R.  "Bud"  Persons 
Wade  Baptist  Church 
Sister  of  Mrs.  Ratk  Poff 
Beatrice  R.  Breedlove 
Eugene  Poik 
John  A  Paula  Prine 
Mr.  Will  Powell 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Owen  D.  Jones 
Mr.  Karl  Lee  Pruitt 
Carl  M  Kelly.  Jr 
Lonnie  Bailiff 
Mr  A  Mrs  E.  C  Ratliff.  Jr 
Mr.  E.  Q  Richards 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  B.  Senter 
Mrs.  Loray  Richey 
Mr  A  Mrs.  J  S.  Wa&ins 
Mayes  Richey 
Dr.  K.  Angus  Roberts 
Mr  A  Mrs  William  T.  Taylor 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rodgers 
Mr  A  Mrs  A.  J  Davis  A 
Family 

Mrs.  Ina  Sanders  '  j 

Dorothy  W  Townsend 
Cliff  Seale 
Mrs  J.  L  Shelton 
Mrs.  Cdell  Sessions 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Clinton  Shearer 
Southern  Hospitality 
Mary  B  Weeks 
Mr  A  Mrs  John  Rutledge 
Mr.  Roy  Sikes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leo  I  Leake 
Mr.  D.  M.  Sledge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  B  Senter 
Brent  Smith 
James  Hitt 
Charles  Smith 
Mr  A  Mrs.  James  McAdory 
Mr.  Dale  Smith 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Roy  L.  Webb 


Mr.  Shelby  Speights 
Mr  A  Mrs  Leo  I.  Leake 
Pawl  Staples 

Gladys  A  Willie  Frederick 
Mr  A  Mrs  Pat  Ingram 
Mrs.  Garda  Starnes 
ME  A  Mrs.  Ibmmy  A  Waits 
Mrs.  C  vrdya  Stewart 
Mrs  Jean  Womack 
Mr.  Polie  Stewart 
Mr  A  Mrs  Jesse  Reynolds 
Mrs  Nodie  Still 
Edward  A  Eugenia  Ford 
Bru.  Troy  Sumrall 
Kittiwake  Baptist  Church. 
Long  Beach 

Mrs.  Catherine  L.  Swarthonl 
Belle  Fountain  Baptist 
Church 

Mrs.  Sally  Tabor 
Merchants  A  Farmers  Bank 
Winona 
tills  Taylor 

Crosby  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Betty  Templeton 
Patti  S  Abraham 
Frank  R.  Thomas 
Mrs  Lucille  R.  Thomas 
Gladys  Thornton 
Hattie  Belle  Ciower 
Norma  Ciower 
-  Faye  Burch 
Ann  Tillman 
Ruth  Prassel 
Katheryn  Smith 
Audrey  Todd 

Mr  A  Mrs  Donald  C  Long 
Mr  A  Mrs  Drew  Long 
Mr.  M.  T.  Tranum 
Ruth  Sunday  School. 
Starkville 

Mrs.  Ketha  Maxey  Trulove  . 

Pryor  Construction  Inc  1 
Tupelo 


Mr.  Danny  Vail 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Stewart  Vail 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Jessie  Moarr  Vaaghan 
Mr  A  Mrs  Tbmmy  A.  Whits 


Mrs.  Leon  Perkins 
Miss  Rebecca  Perkins 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Jack  Dempsey 
Jodie  Wallace 
Hamson  A  White 
V.F.W.  Post  ri048 
Wick  Wallace 
Carry U  A  Juanita  James 
Mrs.  Leona  Ward 
Mrs  Gaston  Grantham 
Mr  A  Mrs  Ralph  Tutterow 
Mavis  Wood  Waters 
Mrs  Michal  Tay  lor 
Mrs.  Ann  Johnson 


Mrs.  W.  C.  Webb 

Mr  A  Mrs  Robert  L.  Cross 
Mrs.  Roy  &  Fannie  Wilder 
Mrs  Callie  Young 
Mrs  Erin  Ray 
Mrs  Elva  McCleskey 
Mr.  Leap  aid  Williams 
Mr  A  Mrs  Jesse  Reynolds 
Mr.  J.  F.  Williams  Sr. 

Mr  A  Mrs  Arnold  T 
Hammond 

Mr.  Williams  T.  Wilton 
Mr  A  Mrs  Jack  Holer 
Mr  A  Mrs  C.  D  Pollan 
Mrs  A.  O  Chatham 
Mrs.  Ada  Wofford 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Grittman 
Mrs  Frank  P  Kaplan 
Mrs.  Edith  Youngblood 
.  Mr  A  Mrs  C  C  "Spud 
Knight 
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Mr  A  Mrs  Donald  L. 
Williams 


Mr  *  Mrs  HaraM  M  Stone 
Victor  A  Sharon  Dorman 


QhUdteits  Village 

DRESS  A  CHILD  AT  EASTER 

OFFERING  GOAL 
FOR  1986 


$130,000.00 

Your  gifts  to  the  DRESS  A  CHILD  AT  EASTER  fund  will  provide  new  spring 
and  summer  clothing  for  MISSISSIPPI’S  LARGEST  FAMILY  and  will  help  under¬ 
write  the  annual  clothing  and  shoe  budget. 

Paul  N.  Nunnery,  Executive  Director,  said  that  “we  are  grateful  for  every  ex¬ 
pression  of  concern”  but  the  most  helpful  contribution  is  a  “CASH  GIFT’  for 
children  on  the  India  Nunnery  Campus,  Farrow  Manor  Campus,  at  Dickerson 
Place,  at  Deanash,  at  Reedy  Acres  and  in  our  New  Albany  Group  Home. 

Mail  your  check  this  week  to: 

©  apt  i  it  CkiUtenS  Village 

P.  O.  Box  11308 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39213 

Accredited  by  -> 

National  Association  of  Homes  for  Children 
Licensed  by  the  State  of  Mississippi 


•  Life  and  Work:  Humility  in  service 

•  Uniform:  A  hope  worth  suffering  for 

•  Bible  Book:  A  solemn  charge  by  a  faithful  servant 


A  hope  worth  suffering  for 


By  Gus  Merritt 
I  Peter  3:13-17;  4:12-19 

In  America,  suffering  for  Christ’s 
sake  has  been  something  about  which 
we  know  little.  We  have  had  freedom 
of  worship  which  has  been  denied 
many  other  nations.  Most  other  na¬ 
tions  have  a  religious  toleration  in 
varying  degrees.  America  has  en¬ 
joyed  true  religious  freedom. 
However,  as  our  nation  becomes  more 
and  more  secularized,  these  freedoms 
will  erode  unless  we  keep  alert  to  pre¬ 
vent  it.  We  are  coming  to  the  place 
where  we  only  have  religious  tolera¬ 
tion.  The  entertainment  industry  has 
taken  a  decided  anti-Chlristian  bias  in 
the  last  several  years.  Our  judicial 
system  is  handing  down  more  decrees 
against  the  churches  than  in  past 
history.  Because  of  this,  it  is  not 
unrealistic  that  Christians  in  America 

Humility  in 

By  Peter  McLeod 
Matthew  18:1-5,  10-14 

A  local  businessman  has  an  adver¬ 
tising  campaign  based  on  the  slogan. 
'The  Store  that  Service  Built.”  In 
response  to  the  persistent  and  power¬ 
ful  question  of  his  disciples.  “Who  is 
the  greatest  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven?”  (Matt.  18:1),  Jesus  answers, 
as  he  did  in  John  13,  by  illustrating  the 
bedrock  truth  that  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  a  person’s  significance  is  bas¬ 
ed  on  the  services  he  renders,  not  on 
those  he  commands.  In  Matthew  18  he 
dramatizes  this  truth  by  drawing  at¬ 
tention  to  a  child,  while  in  John  13  he 
underscores  it  by  personal  example  — 
washing  his  disciples'  feet.  In  both  in¬ 
stances,  he  is  conveying  his  fun¬ 
damental  attitude  toward  life  and 
ministry  —  an  attitude  of  service 
above  self. 

At  one  time  in  our  history,  it  would 


may  one  day  begin  to  be  persecuted 
openly  fdr  their  faith.  Much  of  the 
persecution  of  Christians  in  America 
has  been  subtle.  For  this  reason,  the 
words  of  Peter  are  very  reassuring. 

There  is  blessing  which  comes  out 
of  suffering  for  righteousness  ( I  Peter 
3:13-17;  Matthew  5:10-12).  I  Peter  3:13 
reads  much  like  Romans  8:31,  “What 
shall  we  then  say  to  these  things?  If 
God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us?” 
This  does  not  mean  no  physical  harm 
will  come  to  the  Christian  in  the  midst 
of  violent  persecution.  After  all,  many 
lost  their  lives.  It  does  mean  that  no 
spiritual  harm  will  come  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian.  Jesus  said,  “And  fear  not  them 
which  kill  the  body,  but  are  not  able 
to  kill  the  soul :  but  rather  fear  him 
which  is  able  to  destroy  both  soul  and 
body  in  hell”  (Mt.  10:28).  All  that  men 
can  do  is  kill  the  body  and  only  then 

service 

have  been  difficult  for  anyone  in  the 
West  to  grasp  the  importance  of  the 
disciples'  question.  Today,  it’s  all  too 
much  a  part  of  our  value  system,  for 
behind  its  surface  meaning  is  the 
deeper  one  of  personal  standing, 
authority,  respect,  honor,  obedience, 
service  and  all  else  that  accompany 
prestige  or  a  favored  position.  Jesus 
did  not  argue  with  his  disciples, 
neither  did  he  rebuke  them.  Rather, 
he  taught  them  a  principle  with  a  liv¬ 
ing  parable  —  a  child.  He  was  trying 
to  get  them  to  understand  that  there 
are  two  ways  to  gain  personal  stature. 
One  comes  from  man,  the  other  from 
God.  His  statement  to  the  disciples 
was  that  the  latter  was  the  way  they 
were  to  walk. 

What  are  the  characteristics  of  a 
child?  Innocence,  trust,  obedience, 
wonder,  love  and  service,  to  name  just 
a  few.  Throw  a  baby  into  the  air  and 
his  laughter  will  ring  as  you  catch 


with  God’s  permission.  God  preserves 
the  soul  of  those  who  trust  Jesus. 

The  word  “happy”  in  I  .Peter  3:4,  is 
the  same  word  translated  “blessed” 
in  Matthew  5,  where  Jesus  gave  the 
Beatitudes.  The  clause,  “But  and  if 
you  suffer  for  righteousness’  sake,”  is 
a  fourth  class  conditional  clause.  It 
carries  the  thought  that  suffering  is 
not  the  expected  outcome  of  doing 
good.  The  kind  of  suffering  Peter  refers 
to  results  from  doing  God’s  will.  The 
blessing  comes  from  knowing  you 
belong  to  God  and  God  will  vindicate 
you  in  the  future.  The  last  part  of 
verse  14  and  the  first  part  of  verse  15 
used  Isaiah  8:12b-13  as  a  foundation. 

In  order  to  have  the  blessing  of  suf¬ 
fering,  the  Christian  must  “sanctify 
the  Lord  God  in  your  hearts.”  This 
means  to  “set  Christ  apart  as  Lord.” 
The  heart  is  the  religious  center  of 

him.  There  is  no  fear  of  falling  or  re¬ 
jection.  Give  a  child  love  and  he  will 
do  anything  for  you.  No  task  is  too 
hard,  no  request  too  tedious  for  the 
child  who  feels  loved.  He  does  what  he 
does  out  of  sheer  joy.  And  that’s  what 
Christ  expects  from  his  followers. 

Jesus  had  the  authority  to  direct  the 
course  of  his  disciples’  ambition  — 
and  of  ours  today  —  for  he  lived  a  life 
of  servanthood.  Paul  reminds  us  of 
this  truth  in  Philippians  2:5-8.  At  his 
birth,  a  star  lighted  the  Syrian  sky,  yet 
he  was  cradled  in  a  manger.  At  the 
age  of  12,  he  astonished  the  priests 
and  elders  of  the  temple  with  his 
knowledge,  yet  he  was  subject  to  Mary 
and  Joseph.  He  refused  to  turn  stones 
into  bread  for  himself,  yet  he  turned 
water  into  wine  for  others.  On  the 
Mount  of  Transfiguration,  he  refused 
to  ascend  into  heaven  with  two  saints, 
yet  he  willingly  died  on  a  cross  bet¬ 
ween  two  thieves.  Aware  of  his  power, 
Jesus  always  used  it  for  a  purpose 
larger  than  himself  —  service  to 


A  solemn  charge 


By  Billy  McKay 
II  Timothy  4:1-22 

Introduction.  II  Timothy  is  a  hand¬ 
book  for  the  believer.  This  manual 
sees  the  believer  as  a  soldier  (cf.  2:3) 
serving  in  God’s  army.  The  point  of 
the  book  is  to  tell  us  how  to  be  a  good 
soldier  of  the  cross.  Chapter  one  tells 
us  about  the  soldier’s  commitment. 
Chapter  2:1-14  tells  us  about  the 
soldier’s  endurance;  2:15-26  tells  of 
the  soldiers'  weapon.  The  soldier’s 
enemy  is  described  in  3:1-9.  His  in¬ 
spiration  is  set  forth  in  3:10-17.  The 
soldier’s  battle  plan  is  given  in  4:1-5. 
Paul  concludes  with  the  soldier’s 
reward  in  4 : 6-22.  Our  lesson  in  chapter 
4  deals  with  our  charge  to  be  faithful 
to  the  end  of  life’s  journey.  Paul  was 
an  old  soldier  of  the  cross  and  was 
well  qualified  to  give  us  these 
instructions. 

His  charge  to  us  includes :  I.  We  are 
charged  to  be  true  to  the  gospel . 
(4:1-5).  We  must  remember  that 
Timothy  was  a  discouraged  (1:4),  shy 
(1:7),  and  an  ashamed  (1:8)  believer. 
He  could  have  easily  gone  A.W.O.L.  In 
other  words  Timothy  was  on  the  verge 


of  being  a  backslider.  We  can  be  true 
to  the  gospel  by : 

A.  Carrying  out  our  charge  (4:1). 
The  source  of  our  charge  is  said  to  be 
“before  God,  and  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.”  It  is  not  Paul  the  great  apos¬ 
tle  who  is  ultimately  behind  our 
charge  but  God  and  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  That  gives  added  dimensions 
to  our  charge.  The  seriousness  of  this 
charge  is  that  we  will  be  judged  at  his 
appearing  (4:1b).  This  accounting 
will  be  to  the  Lord  and  not  to  Paul! 

B.  By  carrying  out  our  commission 
(4:2).  Our  commission  is  to  “preach 
the  word.”  The  reason  is  obvious  as 
“the  word”  is  inspired  of  God  (cf. 
3:15-17).  Note  the  four  things  the  word 
does:  1.  It  is  consistent  (“in  season, 
out  of  season”).  2.  It  is  convictive 
(“reprove”).  3.  It  is  corrective 
( “rebuke”).  4.  It  is  constructive  ( "ex¬ 
hort”).  Illustration:  In  John  Pollock’s 
biography  of  Billy  Graham  there  is 
recorded  an  incident  which  occurred 
when  Lyndon  Johnson  was  elected 
president.  The  president  asked 
Graham,  who  had  been  a  friend  for 
years,  what  particular  position  he 


would  like  to  have  in  his  administra¬ 
tion.  Without  a  moment’s  thought,  Mr. 
Graham  said  to  him,  “Sir,  I  believe 
that  Jesus  Christ  has  called  me  to 
preach  his  gospel.  TO  me  that  is  the 
highest  calling  any  man  could  have  on 
earth.” 

C.  By  carrying  out  our  counteraU 
tack  (4:3-5).  This  counterattack  is 
against  those  who  proclaim  a  salva¬ 
tion  by  works  of  the  flesh.  It  cannot 
save  or  make  one  like  Jesus  Christ. 
The  counterattack  involves  four 
things.  1.  We  must  “watch”  or  stay 
awake  to  guard  the  true  gospel  of 
salvation  by  grace.  2.  We  must  “en¬ 
dure  affliction.”  Remember  the 
soldier  is  not  on  furlough  or  vacation! 
3.  We  must  “do  the  work  of  an 
evangelist.”  We  may  not  have  the  gift 
of  an  evangelist  ( cf.  Eph.  4 : 11 )  but  we 
can  all  witness  and  win  souls  (cf. 
Matt.  28:18-20;  Acts  1:8).  4.  We  must 
“make  full  proof  of  thy  ministry.”  We 
must  discharge  our  message  to  the 
fullest  degree.  It  is  more  difficult  to 
tell  Rom.  3:23  to  successful  people 
than  to  those  in  jail! 

II.  We  are  charged  to  be  true  to  the 
end  of  life  (4:6-18).  If  you  have  ever 
seen  a  fireworks  show  you  know  that 
it  ends  with  a  tremendous  array  of 


man  as  taught  in  the  Bible  The  Chris¬ 
tian  is  in  subjection  to  Christ  in 
everything.  We  are  to  be  meek.  The 
word  “Meek”  in  the  Bible  means  “ac¬ 
cepting  God’s  dealings  with  us  as  be¬ 
ing  both  just  and  good.”  This  is  not  a 
passive  attitude  but  an  active  attitude 
whereby  the  Christian  does  the  will  of 
God  and  trusts  him  to  take  care  of  the 
consequences.  As  the  Christian  reacts 
to  suffering  in  this  way,  the 
unbelievers  will  want  to  know  why  he 
or  she  acts  this  way.  The  Christian  can 
then  witness  to  the  unsaved  concern¬ 
ing  the  reason  for  this  behavior.  Many 
unbelievers  have  been  won  to  Christ 
because  of  Christians  living  vic¬ 
toriously  through  suffering  (vs.  15). 

When  the  Christian  is  falsely  accus¬ 
ed  and  maligned,  the  strength  of 
character  and  godly  life  will  make  the 
false  accusers  ashamed  of  their  con¬ 
duct  (vs.  16).  However,  the  Christian 
must  make  sure  he  or  she  suffers  for 
righteousness’  sake  rather  than  for 


others.  In  essence,  he  said.  The  ques¬ 
tion  is  not,  ‘Who  is  greatest?”  but, 
‘How  can  I  be  least?’  ” 

A  popular  magazine  conducted  a 
survey  in  order  to  determine  why  peo¬ 
ple  joined  a  certain  church.  The  top 
five  reasons,  in  order  of  importance, 
were  (1)  the  personality  of  the  pastor, 
(2)  the  education  program,  (3)  the 
music  program,  (4)  the  location  of  the 
church  and  (5)  the  denominational  af¬ 
filiation  of  the  church.  Note,  if  you 
will,  there  everyone  of  these  priorities 
has  something  to  do  with  what  a 
church  can  do  for  the  people.  Not  one 
has  anything  to  do  with  what  the  peo¬ 
ple  can  do  for  the  church.  Contrary  to 
Christ’s  example  and  demand,  they 
wanted  to  be  served. 

I  am  realistic  enough  to  realize  that 
in  our  consumer-oriented  society,  the 
servant  role,  even  in  the  church,  is 
hard  for  some  people  to  grasp,  much 
less  practice.  We  live  in  a  society 
where  the  challenge  is  to  “make  it 
big,"  regardless  of  the  cost.  But  the  in¬ 
colorful  explosions.  This  passage  is 
literally  filled  with  colorful  and 
beautiful  word  pictures  by  the  apos¬ 
tle  Paul.  It  is  his  Swan  Song.  Why 
would  a  soldier  fight  so  hard?  The 
answer  is  rewards.  The  battle  will  be 
worth  it  all  when  we  see  Jesus  Christ 
and  receive  our  reward  for 
faithfulness  in  service.  We  must 
remember  that  the  writer,  Paul,  was 
on  death  row  (4:6).  He  wanted 
Timothy  to  carry  on.  Let  us  look  at 
some  of  the  word  pictures  in  4:6-8. 
"Offered”  refers  to  an  Old  TfesCament 
drink  offering  poured  out  at  the  base 
of  the  altar.  “Departure”  means  to 
loose  a  ship  from  a  harbor  and  set  sail 
to  sea.  “Fought”  is  a  military  term 
picturing  service  in  God’s  army. 
“Finished”  pictures  a  runner  in  an 
obstacle  race.  Paul  was  a  winner. 
Timothy  was  in  danger  of  losing.  Are 
you?  He  mentions  Demas  in  4:10.  He 
was  saying  to  Timothy  and  to  us, 
“Don’t  be  like  Demas  and  lose.”  He 
reminds  Timothy  of  Mark  (4:11)  who 
failed  the  Lord  but  repented  and  came 
back.  He  is  telling  Timothy  to  come 
back  and  win  like  Mark.  The  “crown” 
in  4:8  is  not  the  reward,  but  represents 
our  reward.  A  king’s  crown  represents 
the  king’s  domain.  Our  crown  will 


some  sin  they  have  committed.  Those 
who  complain  the  loudest  because  of 
suffering  are  usually  deserving 
because  of  sifPrrr  their  lives. 

There  is  consolation  in  suffering  for 
Christ  (I  Peter  4:12-19).  First  of  all, 
Peter  tells  us  it  is  not  strange  or 
unusual  for  the  Christian  to  suffer. 
Why?  Because  Christ  suffered.  If 
Christ  did  not  escape  suffering,  why 
should  his  followers  think  they  should 
be  immune  from  suffering?  Tb  par¬ 
take  of  Christ’s  suffering  means  to 
partake  of  his  glory.  The  word  “fiery” 
in  verse  12  is  the  word  used  for  refin¬ 
ing  precious  metal.  These  fiery  trials 
or  tests  burn  out  the  impurities  in  the 
Christian’s  character  and  make  him 
or  her  more  like  Christ.  Again,  the 
emphasis  is  placed  upon  suffering 
with  Christ.  Just  punishment  for  sins 
or  crimes  committed  is  not  in  view 
here. 

Gus  Merritt  is  pastor.  Clarke 
Venable,  Decatur. 


sistence  of  Christ  is  that  a  man  “deny 
himself  and  take  up  his  cross  and 
follow  me”  (Matt.  16:24).  This  takes 
a  sense  of  childlikeness,  for  it  requires 
trust  and  obedience.  Its  very  ex¬ 
istence  on  record  is  a  cutting  indict¬ 
ment  of  the  way  we  live  and  the  value 
systems  we  cherish. 

Jesus  said  he  did  not  come  to  be 
served,  but  to  serve;  not  to  be 
ministered  to,  but  to  minister. 
Kingdom  power  is  found  only  through 
service  and  he  gives  us  the  key  to 
finding  it  in  Matthew  18.  First,  there 
must  be  conversion  (v.  18a)  which 
results  in  a  new  direction  for  our  lives. 
Next,  as  we  become  “like  children,” 
(v.  3b)  that  is  to  say  more  trusting, 
obedient  and  selfless,  we  will  receive 

a  new  attitude  and  spirit  which  will 
thrust  us  outside  ourselves. 

The  question  we  must  ask  is  not, 
“How  can  I  be  greatest?”  but,  “How 
can  I  be  least?” 

Peter  McLeod  ill  pastor.  First, 
Hattiesburg. 

represent  all  the  portion  of  the 
kingdom  we  will  rule  and  reign  with 
Christ  in,  in  eternity. 

Billy  McKay  is  pastor.  First, 
Belzoni. 
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